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Please come to our business meeting every 2nd Monday of the month at St. John Neumann's Family Center at 7pm

The October Meeting will be at St. Patrick Downtown Church
Please bring your Vocations Raffle Tickets to turn in!
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Greetings Brother <<First Name>>,

PLEASE NOTE: OUR OCTOBER 13TH COUNCIL MEETING IS AT THE
ST. PATRICK DOWNTOWN CHURCH IN THE FR. CARSE CENTER, 7PM
On Thursday evening October
2nd, the Fox Valley Pregnancy
Center held its annual benefit

2015 Bellarmine Retreat
Soccer Challenge
Bible Studies
Totally Yours Conference
Family Activities

banquet and our Council being
represented by golf committee
chairman Ron Newman was able
to present our golf outing check in the amount of $16,000 to FVPC
Executive Director Trish Theriault. The golf outing in July was the
15th year and best results to date! What is especially rewarding is
to witness first hand that these funds are being used by a class

Fall Adopt-a-Hwy Cleanup
March for Life - Chicago
Fall 5K Results
Football Mania

organization that is very committed to its pro-life mission. During
the dinner, some statistics were shared which I believe were from
2013 in which there were 43,203 abortions in the State of Illinois of
which 24,899 were in Cook County and 1,295 in Kane County. Our
Order and Council pro-life efforts are as important as ever as every
day in our County, three unborn babies lose their life. It is hard to

Pray the Rosary before the Business
Meeting
First Degree Schedule
Orientation Schedule

believe as a society that we allow this.
In anticipation of the 8th World Meeting of Families to be held in
Philadelphia in September 2015, our Knights of Columbus order will

Knight of the Month
Know Your Faith

undertake a yearlong preparation called "BUILDING THE DOMESTIC
CHURCH, THE FAMILY FULLY ALIVE. " Beginning now, each month
will have a theme with suggested family and council projects. Unitas
and perhaps Yahoo messages will be source of the monthly themes

Other Links
Our Sponsors

and suggested family projects. Council projects will be considered as
the calendar allows. For example, in October the suggested council
event is a Food Drive; however, we do a Food Drive during Lent. In

Upcoming Events

November, the suggested council event is Coats for Kids. We may
move Coats for Kids to the October meeting. In the words of St.
John Paul II, "The family has the mission to guard, reveal and

October, 2014

communicate love." My Brother Knights, take the lead in your
family, be accountable, this starts with you.

10/11 Adopt-a-Highway Cleanup
10/13 Business Meeting-SJN
10/18 Family Bike Ride

Speaking of family and quality family time, please consider joining
our Family Director Burt Brown who is hosting a bike ride in the
morning on Saturday October 18th. You can sign up online on our
website. You can find the details in this Unitas issue. We leave from
Pottawatomie Park and ride along the Fox River, stopping for

11/03
11/10
11/21
11/22

November, 2014
Ladies Auxiliary - SPDT Fr. Carse
Business Meeting-SJN
Pies-by-the-Guys setup, SPCR
Pies-by-the-Guys, SPCR

breakfast during the ride. Just think, your getting exercise, Fox
River scenery, the colors are changing, no cell phones, breakfast,
quality family time, we all need this type of escape. And we are
finished before Noon so you have the rest of the day to get things
done.
For all our existing First Degree Knights, you have the opportunity
to get your Second and Third Degrees on Sunday December 7th at
Crane Road. We will also be hosting a First Degree. The First Degree

December, 2014
12/01 Ladies Auxiliary - SPDT Fr. Carse
12/08 Business Meeting-SJN
12/14 Breakfast with Santa-SJN
January, 2015
01/05 Ladies Auxiliary - SPDT Fr. Carse
01/12 Business Meeting-SJN
01/18 March for Life-Chicago

candidates are encouraged to stay and get all three degrees.
Candidates should arrive no later than 12:30pm, with the First
Degree beginning at 1:00pm. Then I would envision the Second
Degree to begin at approx 2pm with the Third Degree to
immediately follow. We will provide a dinner at the conclusion.
For all our existing Third Degree Knights seeking to become Fourth
Degree Sir Knights, the next 4th Degree Exemplification that I see

Don't forget to see and sign up for activities at:
http://kofc12497.com/wordpress/?
page_id=318
Access past issues of this newsletter:
http://kofc12497.com/wordpress/?
page_id=764

on the State calendar is Saturday Feb. 21, 2015 in Lisle. If you are
interested, please put this on your calendar and let me know so we
can get some paperwork planned out. It is a full day, so plan
accordingly.
We will have PIES BY THE GUYS this year. The volunteer sign-ups
are now online for Friday box making and Saturday pie making. Pie
prices are the same as last year, $9.00 per pie or three for $25.00.
The order form can now be printed off our website. I recently

1st Degree Schedule
• Monday October 13, STDC, prior to
scheduled Council Meeting, 6:00PM
• Sunday December 7, SPCR, Major Degree,
1:00PM
• Monday February 9. SJN, prior to scheduled
Council Meeting, 6:00PM

ordered three pies online, paid by credit card and received a followup e-mail that my order was accepted. For those of you that have
business clients, please consider an apple pie as a Thanksgiving gift
to them for the business they do with you or the referrals they have
given you. For those of you that have employees, what a unique gift
our 3 lb. apple pie would be!
For the last three years I have repeated reading the book "The One
Year Uncommon Life Daily Challenge" by Tony Dungy. For those of
you that are football fans, Coach Dungy got a Super Bowl ring as

Orientation Schedule
• Sunday November 9, St. Pat's Crane Rd.,
St. Francis Room, 6:30PM
• Sunday January 11 2015, St. Pat's Crane
Rd., St. Francis Room, 6:30PM
Everyone is invited, but please call Paul
Braddock, 630-901-3164, in advance to
ensure preparations are made for you

coach of the Indianapolis Colts when they defeated the Bears in
2007. The book consists of daily reflections. The reflection for
October 7th centered around 1 Chronicles 4:9-10. Jabez prayed that
God would enlarge his territory. What does that mean? He was

Knight of the Month

ready to do whatever was needed. He was ready to use his feet. He
was willing and ready to go where God sent him and do what God
set before him. I realize that we ask a lot of our members. God
moved your heart enough to join our Council. We are a very active
Council. Now ask God to enlarge your territory within our Council.
Take that extra step, sign up for that event that you were
considering. If you see an opening to run an event, or are asked to
accept a council leadership position, take that leap of faith and
expand your territory. You will see in Chronicles that Jabez asked
God to "please be with me in all that I do, and keep me from trouble
and pain, and God granted him his request."

Dave Stowell was the Knight of the Month for

God Bless,
Fred Karl – GK
Cell: 847-373-2922

Chaplain's Report
Respect Life Sunday
Message for 10/2/11
27th Sunday In OT (A)
Today is Respect Life Sunday, a time to recall
how often life is appreciated or unappreciated
whatever the case may be. For 20 years I attended an eight day
annual trip to Madonna House in Combermere, Ontario Canada. This
is an ecclesial community of celibate men, women and priests who
live a life in community to serve the poor, to proclaim the gospel by
their lives, to pray, to work as a self sufficient community raising
their own vegetables, meat and dairy products, and support
numerous field houses all over the world. I am an associate priest
for this community and have attended their annual priests' meeting
in September.
What a gift of life they have been for me and for all those attending
from many parts of the world. There are three days of conferences
with inspiring talks, discussions and sharings, liturgies, penance
services, and for those who stay longer, a chance to blend into the
community by helping out wherever they can. Being limited in what
I can do, I help out on their farm by working with the women in
canning tomatoes etc.. I always return renewed in faith and love
and with a growing respect for life.
Today's gospel message is all about respecting God's great gift of
life to all of us, both the born and unborn. The gospel illustrates
what happens when there is no respect for life: "He will put those
wretched men to a wretched death and lease his vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the produce at the proper times." The
world should truly take heed of this gospel message since we all are
called to bear good fruit by living in accordance to gospel values, or
else pay the consequences. Lord knows how much disrespect for life
is prevalent in the world today - abortions, euthanasias, death
penalties, divorces, murders, terrorism, etc.. We wonder what will
come next. Somehow, the world will have to turn the corner and
rediscover what love and respect is all about, and change its ways
to enable peace and tranquility to return.
Jesus Christ brought us the answer, but he was rejected - "Did you
never read in the Scriptures: The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this been done, and it
is wonderful in our eyes? Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of
God will be taken away from you and given to a people that will
produce its fruit (Mt 21:33-43)."
Today's second reading from Paul's letter to the Philippians (Phil
4:6-9) lays out a message of hope and a plan of action to overcome
this great tragedy of a lack of respect for life. If we would only listen
and take heed: "Brothers and sisters: Have no anxiety at all, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your
requests known to God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all
understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

August for his behind the scenes efforts with
the St. John Neumann staff in bringing
Flocknotes to our Council as a communication
tool.
The September Knight of the Month will be
announced at the OctoberBusiness Meeting

Know Your Faith
By Sir Knight Ken Konetzki

Of Bishops and Bridges
Brothers, what is the function or purpose of a
bridge? Simply put, it is to facilitate the
communication of people or things from one
side of a divide to the other side. With that in
mind, in terms of the basic function or
purpose, what is the difference between the
Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco and the
Prairie Street Bridge in St. Charles?
Functionally, there really is no difference. Both
perform the role of facilitating the movement of
traffic from one side to the other.
From a practical standpoint, however, the two
bridges are quite different. The latter spans
only the Fox River while the former spans the
Golden Gate strait. As such, the structures
that support the bridges are necessarily much
different, that of the San Francisco bridge
being much more complex and substantial.
Thus we see that though the function remains
the same, applying the function to particular
circumstances changes the requirements and
therefore the design of the supporting
structure. We can also see that the purpose of
the structure is to support the function of the
bridge, not the other way around.
The Church too is a bridge. ‘- Its mission is to
be salt of the earth and light of the world. This
people is “a most sure seed of unity, hope,
and salvation for whole human race.” ‘ (CCC
782) You might say it facilitates the movement
of man from earth to heaven, from death to
life. Of course, like any bridge it needs a
supporting structure. When the Church was
young and small, the structure was simple.
However, as the Church grew to span the
globe and two thousand years, it necessarily
required the support of a more complex and
substantial structure. We call that structure the
hierarchy.
The word hierarchy comes from the
combination of two Greek words, “hieros”
meaning sacred and “arkhein” meaning to
rule. This rule is not the pyramidal rule we
commonly think of when we think of vassals
supporting a lord, supporting a king who sits at
the apex of the pyramid. In such a structure,
the peasants making up the base bear the
burdens that serve only, ultimately, to benefit
the king.
No this is the inverse of that type of structure.
The church hierarchy has the Pope as its
base, supporting bishops who in turn support
priests, who in their turn support us, the

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing
what you have learned and received and heard and seen in me.
Then the God of peace will be with you."
The Responsorial Psalm 80 for today also gives us an insight into
the problems of the world and what we must do to correct them:
"The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. A vine from Egypt
you transplanted; you drove away the nations and planted it. It put
forth its foliage to the Sea, its shoots as far as the River. Why have
you broken down its walls, so that every passer-by plucks its fruit,
The boar from the forest lays it waste, and the beasts of the field
feed upon it? Once again, O LORD of hosts, look down from heaven,
and see; take care of this vine, and protect what your right hand
has planted the son of man whom you yourself made strong. Then
we will no more withdraw from you; give us new life, and we will

church, to the benefit of all society, lifting it to
holiness and heaven.
You already know that the bishop bears a
level of responsibility for the spiritual health of
all the Catholics in his diocese. Did you know
that his responsibility also extends to the nonCatholics in his diocese? Our bishop serves
the entire populace within his area of
jurisdiction, Catholic or not. Yes, he has
priests to help him fulfill this duty, but how
does he reach those who aren’t in the pews
on Sunday?
For that he relies on the common priesthood
shared by all the baptized. He relies on us.
We are the bridge. It’s our function that he
supports. He is faithful in that support; let us
be faithful in doing our part.
Pax et Bonum

call upon your name. O LORD, God of hosts, restore us; if your face
shines upon us, then we shall be saved."
May the Lord bless your life and the lives of all his people that they

Mystic Monk Coffee
Support the Ladies Auxiliary

may grow in awareness of the need to respect life in all its forms the unborn, the living and the dead.
Love and Prayers,
Fr. Joe

Ladies Auxiliary Report
Hello All!
The next "Dine at Gabby's" day is next weekend,

Support the Ladies Auxiliary by ordering
Mystic Monk Coffee. Just go to
http://www.mysticmonkcoffee.com/store/?
aid=1017

10/11 and 10/12. Gabby's in St. Charles is still a
generous supporter of the Ladies Auxiliary!
Saturday, October 11th after the 4:00 mass and
all day Sunday, October 12th. Anyone
who dines at Gabby's (on Rt. 64 in St.

Council Officers

Charles) can put their paid receipt in the
KC Ladies Auxiliary container near the
register. The receipts will be totaled and the Ladies Auxiliary will
receive 10%! Gabby’s is very generous in continuing the "Dine at
Gabby’s" to help support the work of the Ladies Auxiliary. If you will

Grand Knight Fred Karl
Chaplain Fr. Joe Lutz
Deputy Grand Knight Bob Gilmartin

be dining at Gabby’s on those days, please drop in your receipt! We
appreciate your support! Thank you, Gabby's, for your generosity
and support of the Ladies Auxiliary! Your support assists us in our
donations to the Fox Valley Pregnancy Center which we will be
donating to this month.

Chancellor Bill Roth
Recorder Kerry O'Brien
Financial SecretaryBill Goetz

Our next meeting will be November 3rd from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in

Treasurer Dan Kadolph

the Father Carse Center of the St. Patrick Downtown Church and will
be a "recruitment event."

We will be teaching how to craft simple

inexpensive fresh floral arrangements for decorating your home.
Brother Knights, please invite your wives and other female family
members 18 and older to join us!

Advocate Jim Gebhardt
Warden Steve Schnulle
Inside Guard Dan Leibforth
Inside Guard Jim Webb

In an ongoing effort for parish community involvement and
spirituality, a few event reminders from the Ladies Auxiliary:

Outside Guard Jeff Bowgren
Outside Guard Rich Duensing

Recitation of the Rosary on the First Saturday of the month
3:30 p.m. (Before 4:00 Mass) at St. Patrick – Crane Rd. and after
5:15 Mass at St. John Neumann
Our Blessed Mother asks us to pray the Rosary - Please join
us in this beautiful First Saturday Devotion!

Trustee (3 Year) Sean Morgan
Trustee (2 Year) Jason Lynch
Trustee (1 Year) Paul Herrmann
District Deputy Chris Brazas
Field Agent Greg Paul
(708) 601-5489

Thea Stowell
President, Ladies Auxiliary

Coming Soon...

Council Directors
Membership Director Paul Braddock
Church Director Gary Topacio
Community Director Bill Roth
Council Director Steve Pentek
Family Director Burt Brown
Youth Director Gavin Burke
Pro-Life Director Lance Christensen

Sponsors

Sponsorships available in this space.
Contact Jon Mielke for more details.

To order pies, go to the council website

2015 Bellarmine Silent Retreat

Fr. Rick McGurn, S.J., is a native of Oak Park, Illinois. He entered
the Jesuits in 1967 and was ordained a priest in 1975. He has been
an associate pastor at Jesuit parishes in Chicago and Cincinnati, and
in the 1980's was Supervisor of Retreat Directors at the Jesuit
Retreat House in Cincinnati for seven years. More recently was the
Socius -- Executive Assistant -- to the Provincial of the Chicago
Province, as well as the Provincial's Assistant for Formation,
overseeing the studies of men preparing for ordination and
ministry. He was a member of the Bellarmine Jesuit Retreat House
Advisory Board from 1996 to 1998; and was on staff here at
Bellarmine from 2004 to 2005. From 2005 to 2011 he was Rector
at Loyola Academy in Wilmette. We are pleased he is back on staff
at the Bellarmine Jesuit Retreat House.
If you are interested in joining us at the retreat sign up on-line at
www.jesuitretreat.org.

Soccer Challenge
Sunday, October 26th
8:30AM-1PM
St. Charles Knights of Columbus
Proudly Sponsors the 2014

FREE ENTRY!

FREE ENTRY!

Boys and Girls Ages 9-14
LOCATION: St. Patrick’s Church: 6N491 Crane Road
St. Charles (Follow signs to South-East parking lot)
COMPETE:
• Each participant will have 15 shots on goal for points
• Score points by kicking through targets marked on goal
• Top kicker in each group will receive a prize plaque
• All participants will receive a certificate of participation
• Winners will be eligible to compete in District competition
Pre-registration preferred!
Send Email to YouthKofC@gmail.com with Name, Age, and
Gender

Bible Study
Two Bible study programs are starting this Fall. If you have an
interest in deepening your faith and developing an understanding of
Sacred Scripture you will want to explore these opportunities.
• First, a Men's Bible study of the John's
Gospel resumes Thursday night,
September 4th, at SPCR's St. Peter
(formerly RCIA) room. There is no
charge. We use the online Agape Bible
Study program. Several Knights have
been participating over the last three
years. Stop by to try it out. If you have any questions,
contact DGK Bob Gilmartin at (312) 771-6685 or Frank
Positano at (630) 263-7778.
• Second, Father Gow is leading "The
Bible Timeline" program at the Hermes
Center at SJN starting Monday,
September 8th at either 9:15 am or
7:00 pm. The cost for course materials
is roughly $36. If you want to get a
better understanding of salvation
history as laid out in fourteen narrative books of the Bible,
this program is for you. Several of the Knights have taken the
course and all highly recommend it. Direct any questions to
Father Gow or the SJN parish office at (630) 377-2797.

Totally Yours October Marian
Conference 2014
OCTOBER 18 & 19, 2014
'Rivers of Living Water Will Flow.'; John 7:37-38

Sign up on line here!
or Mail by October 11th, latest.
Check made payable to: Totally Yours
P.O. Box 897
Hillside, IL 60162
Admission:
$60 (weekend )
$40 (single day)
$5.00 more at the door
Or Register by Phone with a credit card:
Call 630-279-8424 for $5 more.
Calling all Youth!
Special Price! (must be under 18)
$15 (weekend)
$10 (single day)
$5 more at the door
New Location:
Pheasant Run Resort
in the Mega Center
4051 East Main Street
St. Charles, IL 60174
Conference begins promptly at 9:00 a.m.
Doors open at 8:30 a.m. for seating.
Conference Ends at 9:15 p.m. on Saturday and 5:15p.m. on Sunday
DYNAMIC SPEAKERS:
•

BISHOP ALBERTO ROJAS

•

DR. SCOTT HAHN

•

FR. MATTHEW MAURIELLO, S.T.L.

•

DAVID CAROLLO

•

DR. ROSALIE TURTON

•

SUSAN TASSONE

•

MICHAEL O’BRIEN

•

COLLEEN WILLARD

•

GARRETT FOSCO and BOB TOMALSKI

•

GUY MURPHY

Family Activity
The family bike Ride will be on Saturday, October
18, 2014. We will be leaving the parking lot of
Potawatamee Park by the Miniature Golf area at
8:00 A.M. and peddling at a moderate speed for
about 11 to 12 miles south to Batavia where we
will stop at a pancake house for breakfast and then

ride back to the starting place between 11:30 and noon. This ride is
for adults and children so bring your children and grandchildren. If
you know of a Catholic family that the husband is thinking of joining
the Knights or wants to see a family activity please feel free to
invite them. If you have Knights of Columbus logo clothes, please
wear them so we are seen as a group. Sign-up can be on the
Council Website Activity Sign Up list or by emailing or calling
Brother Burt Brown at 630-940-4243, burtonbrown@sbcglobal.net.
Any questions please call Burt Brown directly or email him. Lets get
peddling.

Fall Clean-up
Saturday, October 11th, we will be
picking up trash along Randall
Road between Silver Glen and Red
Gate Roads. This is be done as
part of our "Adopt-a-Highway"
program. We are responsible for
picking up the trash along this
stretch of road two times a year.
This is a great opportunity to get
out and get some fresh air, some
exercise (Will walk about 1.25
miles), and get to know brother
knights. The process takes about
1.5 hours. Work/Hiking boots are
recommended. Gloves, bags, and pickup tools are all provided.
We will begin from the Crane Road Church parking lot about
9:30AM.

If you are available, join Men Walking With Christ at 7:00

for Mass followed by a rosary and breakfast and fellowship.
The forecast looks beautiful for performing this outdoor activity:

Sign-up is available on the Council Website.
Jon Mielke
kccgrfan@sbcglobal.net

Save the Date

Sunday, January 18, 2015
March for Life, Chicago
Pro-Life Rally

5K Run
The Knights of Columbus St. Charles Council #12497 hosted a 5K
Trail Run/2K Walk on Sept. 27, 2014, 9 AM, at the beautiful Leroy
Oakes Forest Preserve on Dean St. in St. Charles. The event had
117 runners/walkers and raised approximately $5,000 in funds for
our charitable works, including Hope for Haitians and Special
Olympics. Thanks goes out to all who participated and helped with
the event.

Football Mania
Brother Knights:
Football Mania begins October 23!
We have had strong ticket sales
thus far and have set up a web
link to also sell tickets online.
Please forward the link along to
family, friends, neighbors and
coworkers. Or tickets are still
available which I will distribute at
our next council meeting or you
can contact me directly at my
contact below to arrange more tickets if need be.
https://www.charitymania.com/give/G40A6
Yours in Christ,
John Hofmeyer
4 Persimmon Lane
South Elgin, IL 60177
815-370-1919

Pray the Rosary

Please join us at around 6:15PM in the
Downtown Church to pray the Rosary
before the business meeting.

Other Links
KofC Supreme
Council

Columbia
Magazine

Fathers For
Good

Illinois State
Council

Click to browse to Knights of
Columbus Supreme Council (link
opens in new window)

Please support our sponsors
eilings & More, Inc.

Residential / Commercial Remodeling
* Finish Basements
* Room Additions
* Acoustical Ceilings
* Finish Trim
Dan Rothengass
(630) 406-5729
Owner / Operator www.ceilingsandmoreinc.com

Krispin Technologies
Computer Services for Home and Business

3N402 Bonnie Lane
St. Charles, IL 60175
312-296-2778
gmkrispin@gmail.com
A User Friendly Company

PC Repairs & Tuneups
Hard Drive Replacement
Memory Upgrades
Home & Office Networks
LAN Design & Installation
Cabling Infrastructures
Virus & Spyware Removal
Data Backups & Transfers

PC & Printer Setup
Personalized Instruction
Windows Upgrades
E-Mail Configuration
Software Installation
File Sharing & Security
Internet Access Setup
Wireless Networks

Each Customer Referral Earns a $20 Movie Gift Card

Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.
Contact Jon Mielke for more details.
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