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Upcoming Events  

May  

05/11  Hope for Haitians 5k  

05/11  Plant Sale  

05/13  Business Meeting -SJN 

 

June  

06/0 3  Ladies Auxiliary  

06/0 4 Officersô Meeting 

06/1 0 Business Meeting -SJN 

 

July  

07/01   Ladies Auxiliary  

07/02  Officersô Meeting 

07/08  Business Meeting -SJN 

07/13  Wine Tasting  

07/20  Golf Outing  

 

August  

08/05   Ladies Auxiliary  

08/06  Officersô Meeting 
08/12  Business Meeting -SJN 

 

 

1 st  Degree Schedule  

April 14, 2019  

 

Please call Paul Braddock, 
630 -901 -3164, in advance to 

ensure preparations are made 

for you.  

 

 

 

 MR. BILLôS CORNER   
 

 

Dear Brothers,  

Yeah, it looks like the snow is finally gone (hope I did not jinx us) and not a moment 

too soon.  We have some very large events that occur during this time of year and I 

can proudly say, that with some great help from our brother Knights and the Ladies 

Auxiliary the Special Olympics was a great success. The event was held at Marmion for 

the second year which is a great venue .  We had over 60 volunteers, a lot of them 

teenagers from both parishes that helped to serve 1,600 athletes and coaches and 

over 400 parents attending.  Thanks you to everyone who helped out.  It could have 

not been done without your participation.  

Also, it is the season of K of C Officer Elections.  Hard to believe that my second year 

as Grand Knight is almost over. Nominations will occur at the May General meeting 

with voting occurring at the June General meeting.  If you are a 3 rd  degree Knight you 

are eligible to become an officer.  We will have the following Officers openings for this 

yearôs election: 

¶ Inside Guard  

¶ Advocate  

¶ Trustee ï 2 openings  

I would ask all of our Knights to prayerfully discern for one of these open Officer 

positions.  

If you are interested or have any questions about one of these officer positions, 

please feel free to contact me:  

e-mail:  gk@kofc12497.com; Cell: (630) 443 -1701.  

Normally, the terms for Grand Knight is two years and therefore it would be normal 

for me to be stepping  down this coming July.  But since our Deputy Grand Knight Gary 

Stopka just stepped in as of January this year, I have offered to Gary to extend my 

role for one more year to help him to get up to speed over the next year.  This will 

allow to Gary to go thr ough an entire fraternal year working with me running the 

council and be ready to take the reins come July 2020. Hopefully everyone will support 

me in this choice as we start our new fraternal year in July.   

Our upcoming Events are:  

5/11/19  Hope for Haitia n 5K  

5/11/19  Plant Sale  

5/12/19  Donuts @ SJN (after 7:30 A.M. Mass)  
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Upcoming Degree 

Exemplifications  

Major (2 nd/3 rd): May 19, Holy 

Angels  in  Aurora  

 June 2, St Irene's in 

Warrenville  

4 th  Degree: none scheduled  

 

 

Mystic Monk Coffee  

Support the Ladies 

Auxiliary 

 

Support the Ladies Auxiliary by 

ordering Mystic Monk Coffee. 

Just go to  

mysticmonkcoffee.com/store/?aid=

1017 

 

 
Council Officers 
Grand 
Knight Bill Roth 

Chaplain Fr. Ma 
Carlos Caloy 

Deputy 
Grand 
Knight 

Gary Stopka 

Chancellor 
Greg 

Sengstock 

Recorder Dwight Durall 

Financial 
Secretary 

Bob Girdwain 

Treasurer Larry Lenard 

Advocate 
Roman 
Seckel 

Warden Hank Brill 

Guard 
Jeff  

Bowgren 

Guard 
Greg 

Sengstock 

Trustee 
(3 Year) 

Bob 
Gilmartin 

Trustee 

(2 Year) 
Jim Gebhardt 

Trustee 
(1 Year) 

Fred Karl 

5/13/19  Membership meeting (starting at 6:30 P.M.)  

End of May  Help SJN Parishioner move  

6/2/19  Father Peckôs 25th Jubilee 

6/9/19  Donuts @ SJN (after 7:30 A.M. Mass)  

7/22/19  20th Annual Golf Outing  

 

Remember we will be starting the meeting a half hour earlier 

(6:30 P.M. , r ight after we pray the Rosary at 6:15 P.M. in the 

Adoration chapel).  Part of the reason we are starting earlier is to 

have a half hour socializing before we start the meeting.  Since 

we will be estimating the amount of people who will be attending, 

the subs will be served FCFS , meaning when it is gone it is gone.   

We will have the ñFree Will Donation ò can out to help defer the 

cost of the food  and drinks.  

If you have not been to a Council meeting in a while, please come this Monday 

(5/13/19) for our May General meeting.  You can pay your Membership Dues and get 

your 2019 Membership card.  

Also, if you have not paid your dues yet, please take the time to mail a check or pay 

online on our website.  A core group of the officers spend way too much time tracking 

down non -paying members which takes away from what we should be doing.  Over 

the last year we have removed more non -paying members from our roles than in the  

previous 10 years combined.  It is a lot of work, that does not need be done if everyone 

will keep current on their dues.  

 

God Bless  

Bill Roth  

 

CHAPLAINôS CORNER     by Fr. Ma Carlos Caloy  

 

May --  the month of Mary, the Mother of Jesus   

Traditions in different parts of the world are set for this month in giving 

due recognition of Mary, the Mother of Jesus.   The recognition is a 

simple but profound way to honor Her  being the mother of Jesus.   She 

not only accepted such invitation of mother hood,  but intentionally live 

it out.   In these  Easter Days  celebrations, let us be  guided  through 

these different traditions in walking with Jesus through the ways of Mary.  

The Celebration of the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima is a good reminder and challenge  

for us in the midst of errors inside and outside of  our families.   The years following  that 

apparition of Mary in Portugal to the three  children point  us to our own "innocence" as 

a primary tool against the tool of the devil , of ñdivide to conquer ò.  Let  us remember 

that the rising of Jesus from the dead is to bring us back to the  "pre - fall" condition of 

Adam and Eve.   These days of waiting for the "Paraclete" the Holy Spirit,  Mary 

continue d to be in "the midst" of the Apostles and the community to keep t hem united 

and faithful to the commands of Jesus "to wait."   Jesus knows exactly what keep s us 

fearful and undecided to hid and follow His commands, the "I to you" toward the "We" 

conversions of everything in us.   How do we position  in our relationships th ese ongoing 

"conversions" necessary to practice unity inclusive of  our differences or 

personalities?   The motherhood of Mary ha s a lot to teach us.  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://www.mysticmonkcoffee.com/store/?aid=1017
http://www.mysticmonkcoffee.com/store/?aid=1017
mailto:wmroth@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dkadolph@aol.com
mailto:jgeggy1@aol.com
http://www.mysticmonkcoffee.com/store/?aid=1017
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District 
Deputy 

Keith 
Williams 

Field Agent 
Greg Paul 

708 601-5489 

  

Council 
Directors 

 

  
Membership 

Director 
 

Paul 
Braddock 

 
Church 
Director 

Ed Kramer 

 
Community 

Director 
 

Jim 

McNamara 

Council 
Director 

 

Tom 
Rasmussen 

 
Family 

Director 
 

Roman 
Seckel 

 

Youth Co- 
Directors 

Jason 
OôSullivan, 

Chris Barone 

Culture of 
Life Director 

Jerry Pietryla 

   

We end this month with the Feast of the Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth, her cousin.   Can 

we see another  too l of Mary, while waiting for most of us to hid and follow  Jesus?  She 

went to Elizabeth's household not only to confirm her such a great gift of John the 

Baptist , but to show each one of us the value of service with and through  family 

relationships.   The g ospel which speaks of Mary staying for three months with the 

household of Elizabeth say s much of the connections made with God given time being 

blessed and sanctified because of Jesus in the midst.   Are we conscious of such great 

opportunities to make our time together blessed and content with each one , or do we 

remain resentful and uneasy with each one?   Again, let us go to Mary ;  her motherhood 

has a lot to teach us . 

"Wait and serve through Mary to Jesus be seen in our midst."  

 

Fr. Mac Caloy  

 

SAVE THE WHALES! 
 

Now that we have your attention, can we state our 

request more accurately?  Please join us for a little over 
an hour on Saturday morning, May 18th , at 9:15 am 

for our semiannual Roadside Cleanup service project.  

We'll assemble at St. Patrick's Crane Road parking lot 

and distribute safety vests, gloves, bags, and gripping 
tools, then head over to Randall Road to pick up the 

debris our neighbors toss out their car windows.  Sign 

up if possible on the Activity Signup  tab on the council's website at kofc12497.com . 

 
As Pope Francis said "It bears repeating that Creation is not a possession that we can 

dispose of as we please, much less a possession of only a few. Creation is a 

magni ficent gift that God has given us to care for and use to the benefit of all, with 

respect. I encourage you, therefore, to carry on in your commitment in order so that 
Creation may continue to be the patrimony of everyone, to hand down in all its 

beauty to future generations ."   

 

So maybe we can't individually save the whales or the entire environment, but on 
that May Saturday, maybe we can make our little corner of the planet a safer and 

more beautiful place.  

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Gregory.Paul@KOFC.ORG
mailto:trombone_55@yahoo.com
mailto:trombone_55@yahoo.com
mailto:james_mcnamara@sbcglobal.net
mailto:james_mcnamara@sbcglobal.net
http://kofc12497.com/
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LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT 
 

Throughout the  mo nth, look for ways you 

can honor and serve the men and women 

around the nation and overseas who have 
fought for our freedom.  Special days to 

take note of this year are: Loyalty Day 

(May  1st), VE Day (May  8th),  Military  Spouse  Appreciation  Day (May  11th), Armed Forces Day 

(May  19th) and Memorial Day (May  30th). (Celebrated on May 27th). Let us keep all of them in 

our prayers!  

************************************************************************************** *****  

Lady of the Year 2018 - 19 -  Caroline Ehmann was honored as our Lady of the Year awardee at our recent  meeting.  

Her above and beyond energies that gave us our wonderful website and her continued service on the Charity Garden 

Sale Committee made the choice an easy one. Congratulations Caroline!  

Dine - to - Donate  ï Village Tavern and Grill ï Randall Road, Sout h Elgin (right behind McDonaldôs) ï May 16  ï 

Remember to take your Slip from the bulletin to help us receive our 20% reimbursement from each dining check. If 

you forget to take it, just tell your server that you are from St. Patrickôs and we will benefit. They have been most 

helpful in this matter.  

Charity Garden Market  ïSaturday, May 11 , is the day for our Annual Charity Garden Market at the Crane Road 

Church. Lisa Milton, Julia Cooper, Caroline Ehmann, Dennis Marquis and GK Bill Roth are doing a great job  in 

planning this day. Pickup for all the on - line sales is on May 11 at the Crane Road Church. We will also have many 

new Annual & Perennial Selections available for sale on the 11th!! Come and shop for your Motherôs Day gifts. 

Election of Officers  ï The L adies Auxiliary membership elected the Slate of Officers for 2019 -2020 ï President ï 

Donna Fike, Secretary ï Caroline Ehmann, Treasurer ï Doris Braddock, Trustees: Lois Mielke, Alice Sury and Ann 

DeMartino. We have an opening for Vice -President and would w elcome anyone who would like to step up and 

volunteer for the position.  

Shred Day  ï Our Spring Shred Day was held on Saturday, April 13 in the parking lot of the Crane Road Church. The 

event brought in over $700 that will benefit our Ladies Aux charitable efforts. Next one is September 14 ï Save the 

Date!!  

Lazarus House  ï Our new committee will be working with the women & children side of Lazarus House. We will be 

identifying their needs and provide those needs as a part of our charitable activities. They are renovating the 

Women/Children area and will be indicating needs. Wilma Drummer has graciously agreed to Chair this committee. 

Let us know if you wish to assist us with this effort.  

Card Tables for Downtown Church  ï The membership approved the purchase of 2 new Card Tables for the 

Narthex  at the downtown Church. They will be installed shortly.  

 

Respectfully,  

Donna Fike  

Ladies Auxiliary President   see our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org   

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://www.ladiesaux12497.org/
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WINE TASTING! 
 

K of C Wine Tasting  

Saturday July 13  

4:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M. 

St. Charles Wine Exchange 

1 Illinois Street, St. Charles, IL 

 

Our K of C Council has organized an event to support the Golf Outing and provide fellowship among the Knights and 

their friends.   Please bring your spouse, friends, etc.  to this complimentary wine tasting  and social event .  
Of course we hope you will consider buying a bottle to donate for the golf outing.   And what a great way to invite 

and introduce a prospective brother Knight to our Council!  

Come by the Wine Exchange --  it is sure to be a lot of fun , and will help support the success of the golf outing.  

 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT UPDATE 
 

K of C Logo Gear .  Some of you have inquired about ordering logo gear from Landsô End Business or have 

questions about the program.  Come early to the May Council meeting for dinner and I will answer any questions or 

help you navigate the order process.  See you then.  

Ill inois State Convention .  The 121st annual K of C Convention was held in Springfield April 27/28.  As expected it 

was both educational and an opportunity to do some  networking , meeting other Knights who share the same 

interests and issues.  Among the themes presented, there are a couple that I would like to share as they relate to 

our Council.   

One of the key themes was Charity, the first principal of our organization which the  Illinois State Council breaks 

down into five program funds; Newman, Vocation, Pro -Life, General Assistance and Intellectual Disabilities.  Did you 

know that the State Council establishes a budget for each of these funds?  I knew that we had a target for I D.  Three 

of the funds are supported through Council related activities such as the Memorial Golf Outing for Pro -Life; the 
ñTootsie Roll Drive for those with Intellectual Disabilities; the Vocation Raffle for Vocations and we are within 

reaching the State budget target on each of them.     

The other two Funds are less visible but no less important and need a little help.  Here is a brief description of these 

funds to hopefully make you more aware of the need for our support.  

The Newman Foundation, was estab lished in 1893 to provide Catholic pastoral services and ministry to non -Catholic 

universities.  The Illinois Knights of Columbus has supported Newman since 1918.  Annually the Illinois Council 

directly solicits your support for this organization.   Watch for their next mailing and please consider supporting this 

Foundation that will help form our next generation of Catholic leaders.   

The General Assistance Fund provides assistance to alleviate human suffering especially to members and their 

families and l ike -minded organizations during times of sudden and catastrophic need or extraordinary loss.  The St. 

Charles Council supports this through our 50/50 door raffle split. Next time you walk through the door, consider 

dropping an extra dollar or two build up this State Fund.    

Just Ask!   Last month we discussed opportunities find Practical Catholic gentlemen with like -minded interests to join 

the Knights of Columbus.   Sometimes all you have to do is ñjust askò.   Consider every event a possible recruiting 

opportunity where all you have to do is ñjust askò.   Pick up a couple trifold membership brochures at the next 

Council meeting to hand out whenever you have the opportunity.  Did you ñjust askò anyone during the last month? 

 

Gary Stopka  

Deputy Grand Knight  

gjstopka@yahoo.com     630 -824 -7285   

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gjstopka@yahoo.com
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KNIGHTS GOLF OUTING, JULY 22, 2019 
 

REGISTRATION OPEN FOR 20TH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING SPONSORED BY FELLOWES BRANDS AND ORKIN  

 
Time to organize your foursome, online registration at  

www.kofc12497.com , click on the golf tab, and you can also reserve 

your NFL Charity Mania game card when you register for golf .  

This is a great way to both entertain business clients with the Country  

Club experience and support Corbella Clinic at the same time .  

Raffle & Silent Auction donations are welcome, such as Chicago 

sports tickets, restaurant gift cards, liquor, foursomes of golf, other 

Country Club experiences in Chicago and vacation home dona tions, 
contact BK Jim Connor regarding these donations, cell: 847 -417 -

0522, email: jimcon3@comcast.net  

 

Brother Knights , still needed are donations of a bottle of wine and/or a 

dozen golf balls, we use these donations as outing prizes .  

Numerous sponsorship opportunities available, sponsorship inquiries and 

general outing questions can be directed to BK Fred Karl, cell: 847 -373 -

2922, email: ftkarl@sbcglobal.net .  

 

Se e the brochure at the back of this issue of Unitas for more information, sponsorship opportunities, etc.  

 

Most importantly, please pray for the success of our outing, Corbella Clinic is having success this year in reaching 
more abortion vulnerable and abor tion minded women through social media direct marketing which is a new 

approach in 2019 and also an added monthly expense with the vendor Corbella is working with, this new monthly 

expense thus far is proving to be well worth the investment with the hearts  of pregnant abortion -minded women and 

abortion - vulnerable women being transformed.  

 

CHARITY MANIA IS BACK! 
 

Dear Fellow Knights,  
 

We are embarking on a fundraising project through our yearly golf outing to further support 

the Corbella  Clinic. Last yearôs fundraising was very successful with the drawdown raffle. This 

year we wanted to change the flavor to a football sports theme with NFL Charity Mania. For 
this yearôs Charity Mania fundraiser starting at our May 13th Council meeting, participants will 

purchase a game card for $20 each for the chance to win weekly prizes during the 17 -week 

NFL season.   Charity Mania randomly assigns each participant 3 NFL teams each  week .  

Participants can purchase more than one game card.  Weekly cash prizes are awarded for 
cumulative high and low scores for the 3 teams assigned.  The Knights will raise money 

because for every game card sold, the Council keeps $14 of the $20 entry.  A link will also be 

available to purchase a game card online.  Each purchaser of a game card can track each 

week how they did through the Charity Mania online portal.   All administration of this 
fundraiser during this 17 -week  NFL season is done through Charity Ma nia.  Each game card 

purchaser has to do nothing after their purchase.  We are encouraging everyone to raise the 

fervor of selling this game card (or passing on the link) for the pro - life ministry of Corbella 

Clinic.  All inquiries for NFL Charity Mania ca n be directed to Emeka Onwuta (cell: 847 -452 -
7344, email:  jnonwuta@gmail.com ) or Tony Jakaitis (cell: 847 -340 -7757, email:  

tonyjakaitis@gmail.com ).  

 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://www.kofc12497.com/
mailto:jimcon3@comcast.net
mailto:ftkarl@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jnonwuta@gmail.com
mailto:tonyjakaitis@gmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 

Can you believe it?   Another month has passed and we are expecting a string of warm days.   This hasn't happened.  

This is another Membership Report and can you believe it?   The Subject is the same again this month...new 

members.  

You may be expecting a st ring of new members to be coming into our Council.   This hasn't happened.  

As a 4th Degree Knight, I had the opportunity to be part of the Honor Guard at the two Confirmations that took 

place at St. Patrick Parish and  also for the welcoming of Our Lady of F atima statue at Holy Cross in Batavia.   Being 

in the Honor Guard allows me to visit with Knights  from other Councils.   To my pleasure, they were talking about 

new members into their Council.   How did they get new members?   

One of the Knights said he use d to bring in quite a number of new members , but not so much anymore.   When 

asked why he  wasn't getting new members into the Council any longer, he gave a profound reply.   Wait for 

it.....Yes, he quit talking to gentlemen about the Knights.  

Once his conversation no longer centered on the Knights, members stopped flowing into their Council.   The other 

Knights who joined in the conversation said the same thing.  When they talk to men, men become members of the 

Knights.   When they do not talk, no more new  Knights.  

There is a definite correlation in talking and not talking to men about the Knights.  

Your Grand Knight, Bill Roth, and your Deputy Grand Knight, Gary Stopka, have taken on a personal initiative to 

talk  to gentlemen at every event they attend.  Af ter the Easter Egg Hunt, they gave me the name of an individual 

who said he was interested in becoming a Knight.   It's hard to have a conversation around thousands of eggs, but 

they did it.  

Our next scheduled  First Degree is Sunday, June 9 .  Are we expecting men to become a Knight that day?  If we 

are, then you and I better do what others are doing.   Talk to a gentleman and then lead the conversation to who 

the Knights are and how valuable it will be for that  gentleman to become a Knight.   You might b e surprised when 

they give you their contact information so you can pass it along to me.  
 

Vivat Jesus!  

Paul Braddock  

Director of Membership  

trombone_55@yahoo.com  

630 -901 -3164  

 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:trombone_55@yahoo.com
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MEMORIAL DAY EVENT INFORMATION 
 

 

 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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FIELD AGENT :  Think You Are Too Old for Coverage? Maybe Not  
 
You are never too young or too old to consider purchasing life insurance. If 

you have a financial need for coverage, or will in the future, a permanent life 

insurance policy can be just the thing you need.  

When you are young and presumably healthy, covera ge will be very 

inexpensive when compared to purchasing the same policies when you are 

older.  

If youôve put off purchasing coverage, or you realize that you may need 

additional insurance, the Order may still be able to help you, even if other 

companies ca nnot. In fact, in 2012, the issue age of our permanent life insurance products was extended to age 

80, and in 2014, the issue age of our term insurance was extended to age 70. Naturally, your health, and whether 
or not you smoke, will be taken into conside ration, so underwriting standards for risk and age apply. But, the 

extensions are a great blessing for me ï and it could be for you too. Now I can help members that I couldnôt help 

before. Are you or one of your brother knights one of those members?  

Whethe r youôre 18 or 80, the Knights of Columbus has products that will work for you and your family. I look 

forward to discussing coverage with you.  

 

Gregory Paul, FIC  

(708) 601 -5489  
gregory.paul@kofc.org  

 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
 

 
 

 

Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.  Proceeds go toward our Councilôs charitable works.  
Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net  

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gregory.paul@kofc.org
mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PHOTO ALBUM   
 

A big thank you  to all who contribute photos for Unitas  -  it makes the publication much more interesting!  

Sir Knights who served as an Honor Guard for Bishop Joy Alappatt  at the 2019 Totally Yours  
Marian Conference, held on April 7 at Pheasant Run Resort in St. Charles.  

 

 
 

 
Special Olympics held May 5 --  the master grilling team hard at work  
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And of course, the Easter Egg hunt!  A special thank -you to PGK Bob Gilmartin for the great collection of photos . 
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Rocket J . Squirrel was nominated as honorary  

Knight Of The Month for his assistance é 

 
 

é at least until his motivations came into question!  

Nomination withdrawn due to disqualifying early start J 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net

