`
Please come to our business meeting every 2nd Monday of the month at
6:30 pm (usually at St. John Neumann’s Family Center – see schedule)
Volume 21, Issue 01

January 2020
Page 1 of 19

In This Issue
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AROUND TOWN WITH GARY

• Ladies Auxiliary update

Brother Knights,

• Charity Mania Results

Happy New Year 2020! I hope all of you had a happy and blessed
holiday season.

• Special Olympics Hero
Award
• Membership Report
• Photo Album

Upcoming Events
January
01/06 Ladies Auxiliary
01/07 Officers’ Meeting
01/13 Business Meeting-SJN
01/17-19 Bellarmine Retreat
01/18-19 Fellowship MinistrySJN

February
02/03 Ladies Auxiliary
02/04 Officers’ Meeting
02/08 Free Throw
Championship-SPDT
02/09 Degree Ceremony
02/10 Business Meeting-SJN
02/22 Afternoon Family
Movie
02/29 Regional Free Throw
Championship-SPDT

March
03/02 Ladies Auxiliary
03/03 Officers’ Meeting
03/06-07 Mercy For The
Starving-SPCR
03/09 Business Meeting-SJN
03/14 St. Patrick Day Parade

April
04/06 Ladies Auxiliary
04/07 Officers’ Meeting
04/13 Business Meeting-SJN

Before we get too far into the new year, I would like to report on
our activities this past year. During 2019, the Council participated in or ran over 64
events and more than a few were multi-day events. A few of our events required only
a couple participants while others had well over 100 participants. Together we logged
in nearly 5600 volunteer hours but the actual number is probably much higher. Our
St. Charles Council is one active organization. Thank you to all who volunteered to
give your time and attention to your fellow Knights, our Parishes, the Community and
those in need.
For the new year 2020, my wish is to build on our 2019 success and grow as a Council
and as Knights. Everything we do as a Council will reference the ”Faith In Action
Program” so we can grow as a Council and develop into more well-rounded Knights.
I challenge each of us to commit to participating in at least one event in each of the 4
principles: Faith, Family, Community and Life that will be highlighted in calendars.
December was an active month. Our “Knight before Christmas” saw over 30 Knights
advance through the third degree and our Council welcomed 10 gentlemen along with
2 transferees to our Council. Come meet them at our January meeting.
The year will start out slowly then build in February with the Free Throw Championship.
In March we will host our 3rd “Mercy For The Starving” event. The organizers are well
on their way to completing the final details for logistics and funding.

January 11-12
January 12
January 13
January 17-19
February 9
February 9
February 10
February 8
February 29
March 9
March 6-7
March 14

Council
Community
Council
Faith
Council
Community
Council
Community
Community
Council
Faith
Community

Man the Tithe Wall - SJN
Donut Sunday - SJN
Regular Business Meeting - SJN
Bellarmine Retreat
Degree Ceremony (Tentative)
Donut Sunday - SJN
Regular Business Meeting - SJN
Free Throw Champ. - SPDT gym
Free Throw Champ. - SPDT gym
Regular Business Meeting - SJN
Mercy For The Starving - SPCR
St. Patrick Day Parade

Vivat Jesus,
Grand Knight Gary
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1st Degree Schedule
February 9 (tentative)
Please call Paul Braddock,
630-901-3164, in advance to
ensure preparations are made
for you.

Upcoming Degree
Exemplifications
4th Degree: February 22, 2020

Council Officers
Grand
Knight

Gary Stopka

Chaplain

Fr. John
Kladar

Deputy
Grand
Knight
Chancellor

Greg
Sengstock
TBD

Recorder
Financial
Secretary
Treasurer

Dwight Durall

Advocate

John Blozis

Warden
Guard
Guard
Trustee
(3 Year)
Trustee
(2 Year)
Trustee
(1 Year)
District
Deputy

Jose Philip
Jeff Bowgren
David Richter
Paul
Clementi

Field Agent

708 601-5489

Bill Roth
John R Blake

Jim Gebhardt
Hank Brill
Keith
Williams
Greg Paul

Council
Directors
Membership
Director

Paul
Braddock

Faith
Director

Ed Kramer

Community
Director

Jim
McNamara

Council
Director

Tom
Rasmussen

Family
Directors

Eric
Vonderhaar,
Chris Barone

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

by Fr. John Kladar

Holy Spirit Speak Through Me!
As we continue this Christmas season, we continue to reflect and
pray with events the Church gives us during this beautiful season.
Last weekend we celebrated the Feast of the Epiphany, the day we
celebrate three Wisemen visiting the divine infant and the Holy
Family. A couple weeks ago, we remember it was the lowly
shepherds who were among the first to worship before our Savior,
but now these Wisemen worship as well. Human beings found at all levels of society
are made with a craving in their heart that will only be satiated by humbly worshipping
Christ. The Church and our Faith is for everyone. Jesus Christ became man, not just
for a few privileged. This means that he created our Faith and the sacraments not only
for us Catholics but for everyone. These God-Given sacraments, often taken for
granted, are what some people in life have been craving more than anything, without
even knowing it. Recently, I have been uplifted by the journey of an evangelical Pastor.
Francis Chan is a protestant preacher in California. He is a modern scholar who, in his
research and prayer, is finding himself, like the Wisemen, humbled in worship before
his Creator in a whole new way. It started in the Acts of the Apostles, he was puzzled
by how devoted the early Christians were to communion and the Body of Christ. It did
not sit well with him that his church community did not have an intense devotion to
their once a month celebration of communion. So he began to study the early Church.
He began to understand that for the first 1500 years of Church History, followers of
Christ believed communion to literally be the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.
He was also surprised to find that for the first 1000 years, there was only one Church
following Christ. Many people today beautifully follow Christ, but Christ never intended
the number of groups and churches following him to number over 30,000. Christ came
to start a church that is one, holy, catholic, and apostolic. Currently, Francis Chan is
not Catholic, but in listening to him speak about many very Catholic topics, I believe
he will soon find himself home in the Catholic Faith.
It was particularly interesting to watch the way he approached speaking about these
very Catholic ideas to his parishioners. If he had just come out and talked about Church
Tradition or the Eucharist, they would have either been lost or rejected his words as
"catholic nonsense." I was taken aback how well he was describing truths we hold to
his parishioners, and he isn't even Catholic! Going back to the fact that Christ made
the church for everyone, we should want our friends and loved ones to join us in the
treasures found in the sacraments. We should be willing when allowed to talk about
what our faith means to us. We should continue to learn more about our faith and
embrace the never-ending depths found in the truths of our theology.
So brothers, let us pray for Francis Chan and all those pursuing the truth of Christ.
May they be humble and open to hearing and allowing the Holy Spirit to guide them
home. Let us also ask that the Holy Spirit give us wisdom and confidence to speak
about our faith and love for the sacraments when it is on our hearts. Know that I am
praying for you all and please continue to pray for me as we start this new year and
new decade.

God Bless,
Fr. John Kladar
P.S.- I highly recommend you look up on YouTube Francis Chan's sermon called, "The
Importance of Communion 2020- Francis Chan."
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Youth CoDirectors

Jason
O’Sullivan,
Chris Barone

Culture of
Life Director

Fred Karl

CAN YOU HELP WITH DRIVING?
Later in this issue is an offer to assist getting brother knights to our monthly business
meetings -- especially important as the weather makes it more difficult for some to
attend. If you are able to help provide a ride for other Knights to and from our monthly
business meeting, it would be much appreciated. We realize that this is voluntary and
you may not always be available. To have your name added as a driver, please send
an email to our Grand Knight at gk@kofc12497.com and the Unitas editor at
unitas12497@sbcglobal.net. Thank you for considering this request.

LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT
Dear world, we are excited to be alive in you, and thankful for
another year! The phrase “Do Not Be Afraid” is written in the Bible
365 times. That’s a daily reminder from God to live every day
being fearless and accomplish much! Do something today that
your future self will thank you for! Let’s start 2020 with new vigor
to make our dreams come true and to help others do the same.
*******************************************************************************************
Membership – We are pleased to report that we now have 44 members in the Ladies Auxiliary. As we continue to
grow, we urge the Knights to promote our worthwhile organization to their wives, significant others, mothers, sisters
or any lady you know to honor us by joining us we assist in making wonderful things happen for the mutual benefit
of both of our Parishes. For only $15 a year – it is an investment in many great opportunities to serve!
Dine-to-Donate – Village Tavern and Grill – Randall Road, South Elgin – January 16 – This is our monthly
opportunity to earn money by enjoying a meal – lunch, dinner or both – and receive 20% of the bill to benefit our
endeavors. The Coupon that is printed in both Parish bulletins the week before this event, is required in order to
process the benefits. Great food, great service, modest prices – enjoy a meal and help us out! We appreciate your
support.
Living Well Cancer Center - The Director of the Living Well Cancer Center, Angela McCrum, was at our January 6
meeting to receive our check for $2,500 as a result of our Bunco Night proceeds. She made a statement of sincere
appreciation for our donation and all our efforts on their behalf. Thanks again for all who contributed to this
wonderful event!
LEGACY FUND – The LAX membership voted to establish a Legacy Fund to enable us to have a continuing
opportunity to purchase items needed for our parishes. This fund was initiated on Monday evening by the members
voting to sponsor the Jesus with children statue for St. Patrick’s School. We are very excited to be able to provide
this beautiful statue as a lasting legacy from the Ladies Auxiliary
Mercy for the Starving – The LAX has reached and surpassed its goal for matching funds for our participation in
the Mercy for the Starving event on March 6 & 7 at the Crane Road Church. We are contributing $1,500 to provide
meals for those starving in foreign lands. Signup will begin soon and the LAX are looking forward to being on the
Team to make these wonderful meals.

Respectfully,
Donna Fike
Ladies Auxiliary President

see our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org
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SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING – PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN
It is unfortunate in today’s time that it becomes necessary to implement Safe Environment Training. We have
discussed this at Council meetings over the past year but have not made the effort to move our Council forward.
Our Council is not compliant with the policy of Supreme, but is working towards completing the requirements.
Because of the wide range of our activities, we are asking ALL KNIGHT participants to complete the Rockford
Diocesan training. This program is required by both SP and SJN. It is an easy online program that can be
completed in less than one hour or in multiple sessions if you prefer. You can access the training using this link
https://www.ceorockford.org/virtus-protecting-gods-children/ . If you are unable connect with a computer, please
advise the GK or DGK so additional arrangements can be made.

SEEKING HELP - WEBSITE ADMIN, FACEBOOK ADMIN
Do you have skills / interests in maintaining websites and/or managing a Facebook page for groups? If so, our
council could use your help! We are seeking someone to assist with management of our website, kofc12497.com, a
WordPress-based website. More details can be provided to anyone who inquires. We need to keep our website
current and useful - please consider serving your council with your talents in this area.
Also, our council is considering creating a Facebook page, to increase outreach and visibility. Supreme and State
both have pages, as well as both of our parishes. This will require at least two brother Knights to administer and
monitor the page, if we are to proceed. Some research has already been done and can be shared.
If you would like to discuss helping with either of these areas, please contact the Unitas editor at
unitas12497@sbcglobal.net. For all readers: check out the following Facebook page links: Supreme, Illinois State
Council, St. Patrick, and St. John Neumann.

KNIGHTS APPAREL - LANDS END PROMOTION UNTIL JAN. 17
Lands End Business is offering a special promotion of free shipping and free logo with $100 minimum order with
special code outto21.
This is a great opportunity to update your Knights wear and save a bunch money. If you don’t want to spend $100,
come to the Council meeting and see if you can find a partner to order with you. Go to the Council website and click
on Knights Apparel for ordering details. Use the special code outto21 to access this special.
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BELLARMINE RETREAT, JANUARY 17-19, 2020

NEED A RIDE TO A MEETING OR EVENT? CALL UBER KNIGHTS!
Note: we are looking for a few more good men to assist with this service for our brother Knights. If
you are able to help provide a ride for other Knights to and from our monthly business meeting, it would be much
appreciated -- especially as the winter weather arrives. To have your name added below, please send an email to
our Grand Knight at gk@kofc12497.com and to the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net.
The Knights listed below have agreed to give you a ride, at a mutually agreed time, to and from a Knights meeting
or event if they are also attending. Call an uber Knight in your area if you need this free service. Don't let winter
weather, car repairs, or other obstacles keep you from participating. Call an uber Knight!
East of Fox River and North of Army Trail Road:
Fred Karl
847 373 2922
East of Fox River between Army Trail and East Main Street:
Jim Gebhardt
312 405 0378
East of Fox River and south of East Main Street:
Volunteer needed
West of Fox River and north of Red Gate:
Ken Konetzki
630 745 0519

Gary Topacio

847 888 3599
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Dennis Marquis

708 476 1151

West of Fox River between Red Gate and West Main Street:
Ed Mundt
847 609 1636
Paul Herrmann
West of Fox River and south of West Main Street:
Greg Sengstock
630 770 5348
Jim Webb
630 514 7703

Steve McAuley

630 485 0784
630 208 0467

LINKEDIN: ARE YOU CONNECTED TO OUR COUNCIL GROUP?
Our council has a user group on LinkedIn called “St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497”. This group
was set up to assist brother Knights, LAX or family with business networking and for those seeking employment or
a job change. When you are on the LinkedIn website, go to the search box at the top of the page and type in “St.
Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497” and you will be directed to this user group – or click here
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6532622. Currently there are 40+ members in the group from our Council and
LAX. Any communication initiated within this user group stays within the group.
How can you benefit from this group, or assist others? Would you like to network more with other brother
Knights professionally? Maybe some of them offer services you are seeking, or could be a customer / client
prospect. Are you aware of job opportunities that may be of interest to brother Knights? Here are some ideas.
1) If you are seeking employment and do NOT have your own LinkedIn profile, you should create one - and
then complete the next step.
2) If you already have a LinkedIn profile and want to join this group, submit a request (at the link above).
3) If you are aware of a job opening that you would like to promote and you are a member of this user
group, feel free to post the opening yourself directly to the user group. If you are NOT a member of the
group, submit information on the job opening to Fred Karl who can post it to the group for you.
4) If you are seeking a job, join this group (#2 above); then post a notice to the user group that you are
looking for a job and what you are looking for. Let the power of networking take over and see what kind
of leads you can get.
5) If you would like other group members to be aware of your business / services, feel free to post a brief
message to the group. Be respectful about length and frequency of advertising-type postings.

In closing, LinkedIn is a very effective networking to for finding employment and expanding business
opportunities. Look for ways to expand your network, business dealings and friendships with brother Knights and
LAX members!

….. For Your Calendar And Event Participation Planning ……
Following is the Council Calendar with planned meetings and activities highlighted. As you know, we have a very
active Council. Please consider helping out at one or more of these activities - our Council needs you.
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$1,275 NFL CHARITY MANIA PAYOUTS
Brothers, first of all thank you to BK’s Emeka Onwuta and Tony
Jakaitis for running Charity Mania (CM) for the Council. If you
recall, a CM game card tied to the 17 week NFL season was $20 in
which $14 was retained by our Council and was then donated to
Corbella Clinic. At the Corbella banquet in September, our Council
presented Corbella a check in the amount of $24,000 of which
approximately $22,000 was from the golf outing and $2,000 was
from CM.
During the 17 week NFL season, $1,275 in winnings are being paid
out by our Council. Our sold game cards were in a total CM pool of
4960 game cards sold across the country. It should be noted that
we had two first place game cards, week 13 $400 to BK Rob Elkey
and week 15 $400 to Ed Dugan. In fact Ed Dugan was a multiple
winner, his total winnings are $450. The top 15 game cards across
the country, the lowest 3 game cards across the country and our
$25 guaranteed winner program for our council only were the 3
ways to have a winning game card.
Thanks for your participation and your commitment to the pro-life mission of Corbella Clinic. Hope to have CM
return for the next NFL season.
God Bless,
BK Fred Karl
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
On the Feast of the Epiphany we are reminded of the shining star the Wise Men followed to find the baby Jesus, the
Savior of the world. This shining star provides a light for all of us to follow. In December, we were blessed by the
Holy Spirit as (10) gentlemen begin a member of our Council along with (2) transfer Knights. Each of you will be
their guiding light as they grow in the life of being a member of the Knights of Columbus. Please welcome each of
these new members into our Council with open arms. Be their beacon of light as they learn what it takes to have an
experience of a lifetime by being a member of the Knights of Columbus.
If we can bring in (10) new Knights in December, we can certainly do it again in February by using the same
strategy. Talking with someone you don't know and letting them know they can make a difference in the lives of
others by being a Knight is a great way to begin the year of 2020. I can't wait to receive the contact information so
I can follow-up with a call to get acquainted with them. The more our Council grows, the more good we can do for
others.

Paul Braddock
Director of Membership
trombone_55@yahoo.com
630-901-3164

MERCY FOR THE STARVING, MARCH 6-7, 2020 - UPDATE
We are almost there! Collectively the committee has raised 91% of the total for the 2020 Mercy For The Starving
event. We need to raise an additional $3,000 to meet our goal. We have met with Msgr. Deutsch who expressed his
excitement and support for his first event of this type and is planning to participate. If you have already
contributed, THANK YOU! If you have not yet contributed, there is still time. See instructions at the end of this
newsletter. Remember, our goal is to pack 132,000 meals enough to feed 361 hungry individuals for a full year.
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Special Olympics Region C Illinois Maggiano Hero Award

The St. Charles, IL Knights of Columbus Council 12497 was awarded
the Special Olympics Region C Illinois Maggiano Hero Award for its
participation in the annual Spring Regional Special Olympics. The
Council has been preparing the lunches for all of the participating
Athletes and Coaches at the annual event since 2001. Last year we
prepared over 1,500 free lunches for the participants. We had over
80 volunteers who worked at the event and contributed more than
500 volunteer hours in 2019.

The award dinner was held
on Monday December 9th
at Maggiano’s in
Schaumburg and was
attended by 12 of our
Council Knights. Natalie
Bomke from Fox Chicago
was the MC at the award
dinner and presented the
award to William M. Roth
who has organized the
event over the last 5
years.
We will be preparing the lunches for the Athletes and Coaches
participating again this spring on May 3th 2020 at the Special Olympics
Region C Spring Games at Marmion Academy Aurora, IL. It is a fun event
to volunteer at. Come and join us.

Left to right: Natalie Bomke (Fox Chicago News Anchor) , Greg Senstock (Deputy Grand Knight) , William M. Roth,
Ed Kramer, Amanda Propheter (Special Olympics Ambassador) , Gary Stopka (Grand Knight), Jeff Bowgren, Gary
Renn, Jim McNamara, Ed Mundt, Paul Braddock, Hank Brill, Joseph T. Roth and Rich Duensing.
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GOLF OUTING JULY 20 – SAVE THE DATE!
MONDAY, JULY 20, 2020
CHUCK HOLLENBACH “NEVER GIVE UP ON LIFE”
MEMORIAL GOLF OUTING
Elgin Country Club
Stay tuned for more info. We welcome new members to the Golf
Outing committee, to help us plan and make this a successful
and memorable event.
For additional info contact Fred Karl at 847-373-2922 or ftkarl@sbcglobal.net

FIELD AGENT: Insurance Check-Up for 2020
I hope the year is off to a great start for you and your family.
Hopefully you’ve established a few goals for this year. I’ve learned a great tip
regarding resolutions. First, write them down. It’s not too late if you haven’t
already done this. Commit your goals to paper and post it someplace you will
see it often. Writing down a goal is the first step towards achieving it. It may
not make sense at first, but I’m sure you have heard stories of the success
this simple task can bring. Whether your goal is to exercise more, give more
to charity, read more or watch less television, you’re more likely to
accomplish it if you write it down.
Second, resolve to have an expert look at your finances. I recommend that you have a team of experts help you,
and I would love to be the first you sit with. Let’s schedule some time to meet together, and I, your professional
Knights of Columbus insurance agent, will provide an “insurance check-up” (at no cost!) that will evaluate any gaps
in your family’s life insurance protection. Now might be the perfect time to fill those gaps, not later. Keep in mind
that unlike many other products, you don’t just need money to obtain life insurance; you also need good health,
and no one knows when your health could change.
Did I mention my check-up is free of charge? When was the last time you received something for free that could
provide value to you and your family for generations? Call me today.
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Gregory Paul, FIC
(708) 601-5489
gregory.paul@kofc.org

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year. Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.
Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PHOTO ALBUM
A big

thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas - it makes the publication much more interesting!

Congratulations and welcome to our new brother knights, who joined during our
Knight Before Christmas event!

Marty Burks

Sean Gordon

Steve Hendriksen

Bill Hinckley

Kevin C Kaschke

Kevin D Kaschke

Marty Kleker
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Tim McAdams

Dr. Bob McBride

Chris Vonderhaar

Breakfast with Santa and “Keep Christ in Christmas” contest are always fun!

Sometimes even the photographer gets
photographed!
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Our December social meeting was well-attended as usual

From the St. Charles Police Department, Commander Rich
Clark and Crime Prevention Officer Jim Burden gave a useful
and appreciated talk on safety awareness.

Copyright (C) 2020 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved.
Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net

Page 17 of 19

Copyright (C) 2020 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved.
Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net

Page 18 of 19

Copyright (C) 2020 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved.
Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net

Page 19 of 19

