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In This Issue
• Around Town With Gary
• Chaplain’s Corner

AROUND TOWN WITH GARY

• Ladies Auxiliary update

Brother Knights,

• Golf Outing

At this month’s Council meeting we will be collecting the following:

• Recognition Awards

- 40 Cans for Lent – all food donated will go to the local Food
Pantry

• Membership Report
• Council Calendar 2020
• Field Agent Update
• Photo Album

Upcoming Events
March
03/06-07 Mercy For The
Starving-SPCR
03/09 Business Meeting-SJN
03/14 St. Patrick Day Parade
- St. Charles
03/31 Chicago Blackhawks
Hockey Event

April
04/04
04/06
04/07
04/11
04/13
04/19

Fill Easter Eggs
Ladies Auxiliary
Officers’ Meeting
Easter Egg Hunt
Business Meeting-SJN
Council Degree
(tentative)
04/25 Roadside Cleanup
04/27-28 Misericordia Candy
Days

May
05/03
05/04
05/05
05/09
05/09
05/11
05/24

Special Olympics
Ladies Auxiliary
Officers’ Meeting
Garden Market
Hope For Haitians Run
Business Meeting-SJN
KofC State Convention

- Easter Egg Candy – last year we filled 3,000 eggs, so we need a lot of candy in
order to fill the eggs.
With Ash Wednesday behind us, we are now full swing into lent. Have you made your
commitment to do something different this Lenten season? How about recommitting
to the Knights, our Council and our Founder’s principles of Charity, Unity and
Fraternity? Although Council membership does not have a requirement to participate
in any event, the success of our Council depends on all of us. By volunteering,
attending Council meetings and events and sharing our talents, not only do we grow
as individuals, but our Council grows exponentially. This supports and reinforces our
founding principles.
Our Council organizes our activities around the umbrella of the Faith In Action
Programs: Faith, Family, Community and Life. The Faith in Action reflects a
strong call to action and a focus on quality faith-filled family programs that develops
well rounded individuals. To commit to participating in Council events is a great way
put a family plan into action. So start now by signing up for an event. We have two
great family events in March; Mercy For The Starving and the St. Patrick’s Day parade.
At each Knight orientation session, attendees were asked to complete a survey on
activities they would have interests in. This is one way we can contact our Brother
Knights to join in activities. If you have not completed a survey, tell us where you
have interest by filling one out at the next Council meeting.
Have you paid your dues yet? For those of you who have not yet paid, please do so
now. You can pay online (through our website) or bring your payment to the next
Council meeting Monday March 9. Your dues go to support the ongoing activities of
the Council and fees paid to Supreme. Whether or not you pay your dues, our Council
still must pay the Supreme assessment.
Vivat Jesus,
Grand Knight Gary
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June
06/01 Ladies Auxiliary
06/02 Officers’ Meeting
06/08 Business Meeting-SJN

Degree Schedule
1st, 2nd, 3rd Sunday April 19
(tentative)
Please call Paul Braddock,
630-901-3164.

Upcoming 4th Degree
Exemplification
May 09, 2020

Council Officers
Grand
Knight

Gary Stopka

Chaplain

Fr. John
Kladar

Deputy
Grand
Knight
Chancellor

Greg
Sengstock
TBD

Recorder
Financial
Secretary
Treasurer
Advocate
Warden

Dwight Durall

Guard
Guard
Trustee
(3 Year)
Trustee
(2 Year)
Trustee
(1 Year)
District
Deputy

Jeff Bowgren
David Richter
Paul
Clementi

Field Agent

708 601-5489

Bill Roth
John R Blake
John Blozis
Jose Philip

Jim Gebhardt
Hank Brill
Keith
Williams
Greg Paul

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

by Fr. John Kladar

Fear or Faith
Brothers, it has undoubtedly been an exciting first couple of months
this year. There are many things on our minds. Between the
upcoming presidential election, a volatile financial landscape, and
the potential spread of the coronavirus, it’s hard to know which to
be the most concerned about. I have had many people express
concerns to me about these turbulent times. Some wish to avoid
people and even church as not to get sick. During this time of unease and fear, I think
it is important to remind ourselves how Christians react to times such as these.
Christianity has a long resume of handling difficult times; this is mostly because
humanity has given it ample and consistent opportunities to respond to adversity. The
Church has always blossomed during hard times. In the early Church, the communities
were always at risk of either persecution or death. St Paul speaks about how to live
during trying times, “Therefore, we are not discouraged; rather, although our outer
self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this momentary
light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as
we look not to what is seen but to what is unseen; for what is seen is transitory, but
what is unseen is eternal.”- 2 Corinthians 4:16-18. We remind ourselves during this
season of Lent that it is only in Christ that we can place our trust. He is our rock and
our foundation. When faced with earthly challenges, we live out the beatitudes.
It was during the great plagues of the middle ages that much of Europe fully embraced
the Church. When people were dying, it was then that the world began to respect and
trust the Church. It was the examples of the Catholics; the priests, nuns, and people
of God who were there to care for those in need. There are few things more authentic,
refreshing, or inspiring than someone willing to risk their lives to serve those in need.
When we radically live out the Gospel message in this way, it is not only courageous
but contagious. A modern-day example of this is Mother Teresa, here is somebody who
saw Christ in what the rest of the world rejected. Yet so many have found hope in the
way she lived out her love for Christ,
Just the other day, the Governor of Tennessee, Bill Lee, spoke about the tornadoes
that devasted the Nashville area. He said in response to the disaster, “In the worst of
circumstances, the best of people comes out.” As Christians and brothers in Christ, we
must lead by example in this way for our families and community. During these times
of fear, we must stay close to the sacraments, pray for each other, and be not afraid.

God Bless,
Fr. John Kladar

Council
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Director

Tom
Rasmussen

MERCY FOR THE STARVING UPDATE
With the timing of this Unitas publication occurring as the MFTS event is still in
progress, a final update is not yet available. However BK Paul Braddock shared an
article about a young boy named Moses who is a direct beneficiary of the Feed My
Starving Children organization and their supporting partners. At the end of this Unitas
issue after the photo album, please enjoy the article about Moses.
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Fred Karl

LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT
Fulton J. Sheen
"Lenten practices of giving up pleasures are
a good reminder that the purpose of life is
not pleasure. The purpose of life is to attain
a perfect life, all truth and undying ecstatic love—which is the
definition of God. In pursuing that happiness, we find
happiness."
*******************************************************************************************
Membership – We are pleased to report that we now have 44 members in the Ladies Auxiliary. As we continue to
grow, we urge the Knights to promote our worthwhile organization to their wives, significant others, mothers, sisters
or any lady you know to honor us by joining us we assist in making wonderful things happen for the mutual benefit
of both of our Parishes. For only $15 a year – it is an investment in many great opportunities to serve! If interested
in joining this wonderful organization, please visit us at ladiesaux12497.org.
Dine-to-Donate – Village Tavern and Grill – Randall Road, South Elgin – March 19 – This is our monthly
opportunity to earn money by enjoying a meal – lunch, dinner or both – and receive 20% of the bill to benefit our
endeavors. The Coupon that is printed in both Parish bulletins the week before this event, is required in order to
process the benefits. Great food, great service, modest prices – enjoy a meal and help us out. We appreciate your
support.
Mercy for the Starving –Have you signed up yet? Signup is still ongoing!! (mercyforthestarving.org –
Password is MFTS20 to register for working or volunteering) and the LAX are looking forward to being on the
Team to make these wonderful meals. You do not need to sign up to volunteer. We need all kinds of help, so just
come and share this wonderful event!
Shred Event Date – Save This Date – April 25th 10-12 AM in the Crane Road Church parking lot. Get rid of all
that paperwork you have been hanging onto for years, or all your past years tax paperwork. We shred right in front
of you – totally secure. We just ask for a donation for this wonderful service.
Charity Garden Sale – Save the date – May 9 – the day before Mother’s Day! Plans are well under way for
our 6th Annual Charity Garden Sale!! Something different this year – the sale is at the DOWNTOWN CHURCH
BETWEEN THE SCHOOL AND THE OLD RECTORY!! Just think of the beautiful flowers you could give as gifts!
Huge selections of annuals and perennials for your choosing! Ordering online begins on March 9. Go to
www.stcgardenmarket.com and click on Annuals.

Respectfully,
Donna Fike
Ladies Auxiliary President

see our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org
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CONGRATULATIONS, MASTER AWARD
Congratulations to our District Warden Sir Knight Don Galloy for being awarded the
2019-2020 Master Award for his dedicated and faithful service to the Knights of
Columbus. Don was recognized with this award recently by Marquette Assembly
188. We are honored to have him as our District Warden.
Congratulations Don, well deserved!!

ROCKFORD DIOCESE HONORS SIR KNIGHT SEAN MORGAN
Congratulations to Council 12497 Sir Knight Sean Morgan on being named the 2020 K of C Knight of the Round
Table Honoree.
Honorees are selected for their contributions to the Knights of Columbus in the diocese and state, both in the lime
light and behind the scenes.
The selection committee consists of eight past honorees along with input from Diocesan leadership (District
Deputies, Grand Knights, Coordinators, State Officers etc.). Many of you know Sean as our past Grand Knight, past
District Deputy, volunteer for many of our events and a dedicated Knight for many years. This is a very great honor
which will be awarded on Sept 23, 2020 in Belvedere IL at the Rockford Diocese Round Table Dinner. Sean’s
nomination will be presented by our own Illinois State Deputy Frank Schwartz.
The event will be held at the United Auto Workers Hall 1100 W Chrysler Drive Belvidere, IL. 61008.
This is a wonderful event and I encourage anyone who can, to come out and show your support and appreciation to
BK Sean for his service to the Knights of Columbus. More information about this event to come.
Congratulations to Sean and the Morgan family!

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING – PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN
It is unfortunate in today’s time that it becomes necessary to implement Safe Environment Training. We have
discussed this at Council meetings over the past year but have not made the effort to move our Council forward.
Our Council is not compliant with the policy of Supreme, but is working towards completing the requirements.
Because of the wide range of our activities, we are asking ALL KNIGHT participants to complete the Rockford
Diocesan training. This program is required by both SP and SJN. It is an easy online program that can be
completed in less than one hour or in multiple sessions if you prefer. You can access the training using this link
https://www.ceorockford.org/virtus-protecting-gods-children/. If you are unable connect with a computer, please
advise the GK or DGK so additional arrangements can be made.
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SEEKING HELP - WEBSITE ADMIN, FACEBOOK ADMIN
Do you have skills / interests in maintaining websites and/or managing a Facebook page for groups? If so, our
council could use your help! We are seeking someone to assist with management of our website, kofc12497.com, a
WordPress-based website. More details can be provided to anyone who inquires. We need to keep our website
current and useful - please consider serving your council with your talents in this area.
Also, our council is considering creating a Facebook page, to increase outreach and visibility. Supreme and State
both have pages, as well as both of our parishes. This will require at least two brother Knights to administer and
monitor the page, if we are to proceed. Some research has already been done and can be shared.
If you would like to discuss helping with either of these areas, please contact the Unitas editor at
unitas12497@sbcglobal.net. For all readers: check out the following Facebook page links: Supreme, Illinois State
Council, St. Patrick, and St. John Neumann.

SAVE THE DATE - ROADSIDE CLEANUP SATURDAY APRIL 25
Please consider reserving the date in your calendar today, and joining your
brothers at 9:15 am on Saturday morning, April 25th, for one hour at our
semiannual Roadside Cleanup event. The late April date will hopefully provide
warm, Spring weather.
For several years we have picked up the flotsam and jetsam that is discarded along
our Randall Road neighborhood. The County's Transportation Department then
takes the accumulated trash and puts it to a better purpose.
Pope Francis has charged all Catholics to consider the effects of consumerism on
the environment. Our efforts are one short, easy way to respond to the Pope's request.
Online signups should begin late this month. In the interim, contact Jim Gebhardt or Bob Gilmartin with any
questions.
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REGISTRATION TO OPEN APRIL 13TH FOR GOLF OUTING
The 21st Annual Council 12497 “Never Give Up on Life” Memorial
Golf Outing is scheduled for Monday July 20, 2020 at Elgin
Country Club. Organize your foursomes and recruit some friends
to organize additional foursomes NOW as registration will begin on
Monday April 13th on our Council website, www.kofc12497.com,
go to the golf tab. All outing profits support the pro-life ministry
of Corbella Clinic in South Elgin. The outing also continues to
honor the memory of BK Chuck Hollenbach and his desire for
Corbella to be beneficiary of our outing profits. Fellowes will this
year again be a $4,000 double Platinum sponsor.
“I DO NOT GOLF, HOW CAN I HELP?” HERE ARE SOME IDEAS:
.
.
.
.
.
.

Most importantly, please pray for the success of our outing and the pro-life ministry of the Corbella Clinic
Donate to the golf outing a dozen golf balls, used as outing prizes
Donate to the golf outing a bottle(s) of wine, again used as outing prizes
Outing raffles need sports tickets, dining gift cards, liquor, foursomes for golf, vacation rentals, etc. as donations
Recruit a business owner to be a Hole Sponsor for $250
Do you have a business card? $50 to have it published in the outing event book

If you are unable to attend a Council meeting and you need to have a donation picked up, please
contact Fred Karl, cell: 847-373-2922 or ftkarl@sbcglobal.net
NEXT KNIGHTS GOLF COMMITTEE MEETING
Wednesday, March 11th, 6:30 pm @ Crane Road

MOTHER’S DAY IDEA: CORBELLA LADIES LUNCHEON
Brothers, Mother’s day is Sunday May 10th - need a gift idea? Consider an early Mother’s Day gift to the Corbella
Women’s Luncheon on Saturday, April 25 at St. Charles Country Club. The invitation postcard is attached at the
back of this Unitas issue. You may also reserve online by April 15 at www.corbellaclinic.org and go to the Donate
tab.
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
As we prepare our souls for Easter during Lent, our Council is preparing the way we will present the new Degree
ceremony for all incoming candidates. The desire is to continue to make this day a meaningful experience for all in
attendance.
Be the guiding light to a gentleman you see in church by asking him if he would like to be of service to God? During
Lent we continuously get asked what have we given up? Let them know you have given up the fear of initiating a
conversation about the Knights. Make a commitment to God that you will talk to two people about becoming a
member of the Knights or the Ladies Auxiliary. If each of us become an ambassador for the Knights this Lent, we
will be well prepared for the April ceremony.
As Brothers, lets walk this road together.
Vivat Jesus!

Paul Braddock
Director of Membership
trombone_55@yahoo.com
630-901-3164

FIRST ANNUAL COUNCIL CHILI COOK-OFF CONTEST FEB 10
The 1st Annual St. Charles Council Chili Cook-off Contest is in the books. Inspired by
PGK and current Financial Secretary Bill Roth to be a gateway to the great Elgin Council
contest, 6 brave Knights put on their best effort to win over the 50 Knights in
attendance.
Art Balt, Jim Gebhardt, Sean Morgan, Frank Positano, Bill Roth and Jorge Solis brought
their pots and fixin’s and it was game on. The PRIZE….Bragging rights, paid entry to
the Elgin contest and reimbursement of up to $200 for contest ingredients. The
contestants provided a wide variety from hot, to white, with ingredients from jalapeños
to Fritos to multiple varieties of bread sides. Brother Jim Gebhardt tried to influence
the judges by promoting his famous Texas brand Gebhardt chili powder. Art Balt was
an unexpected stealth contestant who brought his winning product to compete.
Needless to say, there was not much product left after the contest.
After all ballots were counted our District Deputy announced that contestant #1 SEAN
MORGAN was the winner and has first year bragging rights. CONGRATULATIONS TO
SEAN and good luck at the Elgin contest. A great time was had by all.
Contestants (L to R)
Sean Morgan, Art Balt,
Jim Gebhardt, Frank Positano,
Bill Roth, Jorge Solis
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FIELD AGENT: Protecting the Breadwinner’s Income
While the present jobs market may seem relatively good, accidents, injuries,
and illnesses that can impact your ability to work still happen. Most, in fact, do
not happen on the jobsite or place of employment. Did you know that a 2011
study revealed that more than 95 percent of the long-term disability claims on
file were not work related?
The Knights have always sought to protect members’ families from the “loss”
of a breadwinner. I’m sure you know all about Father McGivney’s vision for
our insurance program. But you may not know that Father McGivney also
wanted to find a way to help members who couldn’t work because of an
illness. After all, the “loss” of the breadwinner does not have to mean that person’s death; it can also mean the loss
of the breadwinner’s income.
Consider that loss for a moment. How would your family fare if a source of income suddenly stopped? Could a dualincome family manage on one income stream? What about young families with a working father and a mother who
cares for the children? What if his income halted due to an accident or illness?
I’ve heard some people say they have coverage at work, but too many aren’t sure what this coverage entails, how
much income it would provide or for how long. Having this protection counts for something, certainly, but it isn’t
“yours”; it’s provided by the company for which you work at their discretion. It could be eliminated tomorrow.
That’s where a personally-owned disability income insurance product, like Income Armor, comes into play. It can
offer valuable income replacement in the event of an injury or illness.. If you have a job, you must know about this
coverage.
Gregory Paul, FIC
(708) 601-5489
gregory.paul@kofc.org

COUNCIL PLANNED EVENTS FOR REMAINDER OF 2020
Following is a list of all currently planned Council events for the remainder of 2020, included here to assist you in
scheduling time on your calendar to participate.
Date

Category

Event

3-Mar-20

Council

Officers Meeting

9-Mar-20

Council

Regular Business Meeting

2/10-3/9/2020

Community

40 Cans for Lent

3/6-7/2020

Faith

Mercy For The Starving

14-Mar-20

Community

St. Patrick Day Parade

17-Mar-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

21-Mar-20

Family

Family Movie Night SPCR

31-Mar-20

Family

Chicago Blackhawk Hockey Event

4-Apr-20

Family

Fill Easter Eggs

7-Apr-20

Council

Officers Meeting

11-Apr-20

Family

Easter Egg Hunt

13-Apr-20

Council

Regular Business Meeting
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19-Apr-20

Council

Degree Ceremony (Tentative)

21-Apr-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

22-Apr-20

Chapter

Chapter Meeting - Rochelle IL

25-Apr-20

Community

Roadside Cleanup

4/27-28/2020

Life

Misericordia Candy Days

3-May-20

Life

Special Olympics Summer Games

5-May-20

Council

Officers Meeting

9-May-20

Council

Garden Market

9-May-20

Life

Hope For Haitians Fun Run

11-May-20

Council

Regular Business Meeting

19-May-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

22-May-24

Council

State KofC Convention

2-Jun-20

Council

Officers Meeting

8-Jun-20

Council

Regular Business Meeting

6/13-14/2020

Community

STC Dragon Boat Race

14-Jun-20

Council

Degree Ceremony (Tentative)

16-Jun-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

7-Jul-20

Council

Officers Meeting

13-Jul-20

Council

Regular Business Meeting

20-Jul-20

Life

Golf Outing

21-Jul-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

4-Aug-20

Council

Officers Meeting

10-Aug-20

Council

Regular Business Meeting

18-Aug-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

8-Sep-20

Council

Officers Meeting

10-Sep-20

Life

Corbella Banquet

14-Sep-20

Council

Regular Business Meeting

15-Sep-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

9/18,19,20/2020

Community

ID Tootsie Roll Drive (Various)

9/5-6/2020?

Community

ID Tootsie Roll Drive Flea Market

10/3-4/2020?

Community

ID Tootsie Roll Drive Flea Market

6-Oct-20

Council

Officers Meeting

12-Oct-20

Council

Regular Business Meeting

20-Oct-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

10/24-25/2020

Community

Pie Sales SP

10/3111/1/2020

Community

Pie Sales SP

3-Nov-20

Council

Officers Meeting

6-Nov-20

Community

Pies By The Guys
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7-Nov-20

Community

Pies By The Guys

9-Nov-20

Council

Regular Business Meeting

17-Nov-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

8-Dec-20

Council

Officers Meeting

6-Dec-20

Family

Breakfast with Santa

6-Dec-20

Family

Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest

14-Dec-20

Council

Council Social Christmas Party

15-Dec-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

Copyright (C) 2020 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved.
Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net

Page 10 of 17

Copyright (C) 2020 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved.
Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net

Page 11 of 17

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year. Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.
Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PHOTO ALBUM
A big

thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas

- it makes the publication much more interesting!

The council, district and regional freethrow competitions were hosted by our Council
this year. Thank you to all participants and volunteers!
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MERCY FOR THE STARVING
(article submitted by Paul Braddock)

We packed 132,192 meals which feeds over 300 individuals one meal/day for one full year!
Read the story of Moses to understand the impact you have on the life of a child who might not have lived
if it wasn’t for you.

MOSES’ STORY
The picture you see here is from December
2005 and Moses is 1 month old. Moses’
mother did not have the ability to care for
him and he was extremely dehydrated and
malnourished. With the help of one of Feed
My Starving Children’s partners, Love-AChild, Moses was provided with hope and
life.

You can see the difference in this next picture just 5
months later.

Isn’t his transformation amazing? Moses continued to
grow and eat MannaPack every day.

In this next picture from 2009 he was 4 years old and his
dream at that time was to one day be the president of
Haiti.

I just love that Moses was able to dream and to think
about the future. That truly is an example of why we
packed more than just meals. You packed hope.

Copyright (C) 2020 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved.
Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net

Page 16 of 17

FMSC recently received another update on Moses. Today, Moses is
14 and in Junior High.
He is still dreaming and as many of us experience, his dreams have
evolved as he has grown. He now wants to be a doctor so that he
can help people and babies in the same way he was helped.
These meals are so much more than food, these meals have
empowered Moses to grow and develop. He is well on his way to
becoming a hero in his community. That is hope and hope is greater!
Thank you to the Knights and Ladies Auxiliary for allowing Moses and
others In the same condition as Moses to live.
It is because of you that people live.
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