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In This Issue
• Around Town With Gary
• Chaplain’s Corner

AROUND TOWN WITH GARY

• Ladies Auxiliary update

Brother Knights,

• Golf Outing

Who would have thought a month ago as we prepared for lent,
that we would be forced to stock up on supplies (hoard), socially
distance ourselves from each other, quarantine if necessary, work
remotely (if lucky), wear protective gear when out and about and cancel all Church
services. Impossible, right? Well we are there.

• Field Agent Update
• Photo Album

Upcoming Events
April
04/06 Ladies Auxiliary
04/07 Officers’ Meeting
04/13 Business Meetingvirtual

May
05/04
05/05
05/11
05/24

Ladies Auxiliary
Officers’ Meeting
Business Meeting-SJN
KofC State (virtual)
Convention

June
06/01 Ladies Auxiliary
06/02 Officers’ Meeting
06/08 Business Meeting-SJN

July
07/06
07/07
07/13
07/18

Ladies Auxiliary
Officers’ Meeting
Business Meeting-SJN
Ladies’ document
shredding event-SPCR

Degree Schedule
1st, 2nd, 3rd Sunday June 14
For possible additional dates,
check with GK

Upcoming 4th Degree
Exemplification

The good news is that our Mercy For The Starving event in March packed over 133,000
meals over two days. Congratulations to Paul Braddock and his team for a very
successful event.
Our April Officers’ and Council Business meeting will go on, but remotely. The Officers
used an on-line platform to conduct business and I will be sending out a Flocknote with
instruction for a remote Council meeting in April and probably May.
The months March thru June were looking to be active as usual. As it stands, our
Council has had at least 15 events that have been cancelled or postponed. Not a very
good look for an active Council winding up our fraternal year. So we ask ourselves,
how can we make a difference?
Pray! Stay rooted in our Faith. Pray for a quick and successful end to the pandemic.
Pray for our first responders and those in the health services trying to combat and find
a solution to this virus. Pray for our government and elected officials that they have
the wisdom and resources to get us through this period to recovery and into prosperity.
There are many that are hurting, have come upon hard times and need our help. It’s
our neighbor, a fellow Knight, co-worker, a family member or maybe even you. How
can you help? Continue to support our Parish. Here are additional recommendations:
Donate blood. Thousands of blood drives have been cancelled due to business closings.
Contact the Red Cross to find an open location. In June our Parish community is
scheduled to host a drive. Check it out!
Donate to shelters and food banks. Long lines are not only reserved for Jewel and
Costco. They also appear at our local food banks and shelters, who are in desperate
need of our support as well.
Support our Knights community. Our business community has been very generous in
supporting our Council events. We ask for sponsorship donations for our golf, MFTS
as well as other events. Our community businesses, our neighbors and maybe even a
fellow Knight are hurting. A list of those generous sponsors is provided in this issue
of Unitas. They are our neighbors, friends and Brother Knights. Support them as they
have supported us!

May 09, 2020
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Vivat Jesus,
Grand Knight Gary
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

by Fr. John Kladar

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
As we progress through Holy Week, I have been praying with these
words. For the last month, we have lived in unprecedented times. It
is a time where living in a state of worry seems to be the norm. We
worry about the safety of our families both for their health and for
our financial security. We know people who are sick, we know people
who sacrifice daily to care for them. We know people who have lost
their jobs and those who are struggling to provide for their families. Throughout this
all, we echo the words of our Savior on the cross and wonder, God, where are you?
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
We may wonder in these times where God is through all of the mess. We are without
the ability to spend time with our parish family at church in this most Holy of weeks,
yet God is still present to us. He wants to give us the grace to get through all of our
struggles. God wants us to grow deeper in relationship with Him. He wants us to step
up our spiritual lives, to grow in holiness and continue to place our trust in Him. When
we do this, we will get through this as better men, our families will be closer together,
and our parish will be more vibrant and holy. We will get through this! How do we
know this to be true? Remember that the cross is not the end of the story!
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
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Men, be Christ to your families! Remember that you are called to follow the example
of Christ and lay your life down the same way that He laid his life down for us on the
cross. Be bearers of peace and be bearers of hope in the Resurrection. For Christ has
already died for us, the battle has already been won. Have confidence that we will rise
from this struggle, for Christ has already conquered death. He has already been
through the worst that human history has to offer and come out victorious. So, as we
go through these most difficult of times, place your trust in the power of the
Resurrection, for it is already at work and will always be there for us. God will never
abandon us! We will get through this!
Christos Anesti! Alithos Anesti!- - “Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed!”
Please pray for me and know I am praying for you!
All will be well!
God Bless,
Fr. John Kladar

APRIL 13 BUSINESS MEETING: STAY TUNED
We cannot meet in person at this time of course; watch for details on a virtual meeting
format. Notification will be sent via Flocknotes.

Copyright (C) 2020 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved.
Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net

Page 2 of 17

LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT
It’s a different time and a different place. We are doing things in newer ways than have ever
been done before, hence this Newsletter vs Agenda. In an attempt to get you all information
regarding what is happening, here’s the News!
Charity Garden Sale – Canceled – As sad as it is to say, with lots of prayer and discussions
with the Committee and Monsignor, we could not salvage the Charity Garden Market for the
scheduled date of May 9. With the State literally “closed down” with the “Stay at Home” ruling from the Governor,
there was no way that we could count on being able to proceed with the sale. The committee will be reviewing
alternative ideas in order to make sure that we can still do something that can provide the necessary funds for us to
continue with our charitable initiatives. Thanks to all who have assisted in any way with the planning and decision
making for this event.
Shred Day – Rescheduled to July 18 – Shred Day, scheduled for April 25, has been postponed to the Saturday
after the new Tax Deadline of July 15. We will provide this valuable service on Saturday morning, from 10 to 12
noon, July 18. So save your old tax papers, old check receipts, papers, etc. and let us shred them for you just for a
donation. It is quite a service!!
Nominating Committee Report – Ann DeMartino – The Slate of Officers is being presented and will be voted upon
at the May 4 meeting:
Nominations – Ann shared the slate of proposed officers thus far:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Caroline Ehmann, President
Donna Fike, VP
Cheryl Balleto, Treasurer
Cathy Blozis, Secretary (with a job share for the 3 months she is not available)
Trustees: Donna Baum (member at large), Doris Braddock and the 3rd trustee will either be Alice Sury or
Ann DeMartino.

An active member of the LAX may be nominated from the floor, if having given permission to do so prior to the
meeting.
June Meeting – June 1 – The happy news is that we have outgrown Julia Cooper’s Hootchibob and are seeking an
alternative sight for our June meeting. We are seeking permission to have the meeting at the Crane Road Church,
new gathering area around the Fire Pit. We think it might be an opportunity for a relaxed atmosphere, that is really
needed since the Coronavirus chaos should be over by then – Let’s pray that it is! Want to take this opportunity to
give a HUGE THANKS to Julia for her awesome hospitality over these last few years by sharing her Hootchibob with
us. We will plan to bring snacks and drinks and have a picnic!! Sounds like fun at the Pit!!
Those in Need – There is discussion ensuing regarding making a monetary contribution to St. Vincent DePaul since
they are receiving so many calls for the needs of families. They are being referred by the new Parishioners Helping
Parishioners Ministry and we should help if possible. We will also need to determine a method for voting on such
matters as well. Stay tuned!

My prayers are that each of you and your loved ones are well and safe.
Next Meeting (we pray) – May 4 – Father Carse Center – 7:00PM
Respectfully,
Donna Fike
Ladies Auxiliary President

see our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org
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ORGANIZATIONS NEEDING HELP
With the current social distancing locking down most economic activity during this crisis, more so than ever, these
are just a few of the organizations that desperately need assistance. Blood, food or financial assistance will go a
long way. There are many organizations in and around our area that are worthy of your support. Please help
where you can.
Our Faith – Continue to support your Parish and its Mission through prayer and your financial support. On-line
giving is a great way to continue your support.
St. Patrick Parish
St. John Neumann Parish
Blood Donation / Other Support Organizations Red Cross Give Blood - https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
Versiti Blood Center of Illinois (formerly Heartland) - who runs our parish blood drives versiti.org
St. Vincent de Paul Society - info for them on St. Pat’s website
Red Cross Donations - redcross.org
Food Pantries –
St. Patrick Parish/St. John Neumann Parish
Interfaith Food Pantry & Clothes Closet- https://www.bataviafoodpantry.org
Northern Illinois Food Bank (donate or volunteer) - https://solvehungertoday.org/
Shepherds Heart Food Pantry – https://chapelstreet.church/support/crisis-care/shepherds-heart-food-pantry/
Shelters
Lazarus House – lazarushouse.net
Hesed House – hesedhouse.org
Intellectual Disability (Tootsie Roll Fund Drive) Partners –
Giant Steps -mygiantsteps.org
Special Olympics – soill.org
Marklund – marklund.org
Association for Individual Development - aidcares.org
Misericordia Homes – misericordia.com
Respect Life (golf outing beneficiary)
Corbella Clinic – corbellaclinic.org

KNIGHTS HELPING KNIGHTS
During times of difficulty and crisis, the Knights are often called upon to help those in trouble or in need of
assistance. Our Brother Knights are not immune from falling onto hard times. That’s why we are initiating
a Knights Helping Knights program to help. Do you know of a Brother Knight in need of assistance? Perhaps it’s
due to a job loss, a health issue or just needs someone to talk to. We want to help! How can we help? As a Knight,
talk to your brother Knights. Send an email. Maybe a run to the store is needed for food or medicine. Or maybe
just a hello, see you at the next Council meeting. If you need assistance or know someone who does,
contact gk@kofc12497.com. If you are willing to help your Brother Knight or offer help in any way, we also want to
hear from you.
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SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS
Many of our council's charitable events owe their financial success to the generous support in the form of donations
and discounts from our sponsoring, local businesses. Year after year, they come through for us. Now is the time for
us to make a small gesture to support them in these difficult times.
We all are going to order a pizza, get a coffee at a drive-through, and buy groceries. So, how about perhaps
modifying your regular vendor choice, and buying goods and services from one of our council's loyal supporters. We
all hear about the devastating effect the necessary shelter in place program has on the economy and small
businesses especially. Let's help our friends and neighbors in business by helping to fill their current sales' gap, so
that they will be able to weather this crisis.
As a reminder, here is a list of some of our great supporters. Please consider them when choosing a local provider
during the next few weeks. Let's cement our relationship with them in their time of need, and they will be there for
us in the future in our time of need. And remember to be sure to tell the owner, cashier, or delivery person that you
are buying from them to thank them for their annual support for the Knights of Columbus, and to help them in some
small way to get through these difficult times for all.

Sponsor (alphabetic)
ASC Consulting LLC
Aurelio Pizza of Geneva
Benjamin F. Edwards & Co,
Investments
Biggers Chevrolet
Bob Evans Firewood and Mulch Gary Topacio
Breakthru Beverage Group
CKC Facility Services
Country Donuts
David A. I. Glenn, Chiropractic
Physician
Dr. Thomas Skoumal DDS PC
El Rayo Restaurant, St. Charles
Fellowes Brands
Genesis Automation
Geneva Eye Clinic - Dr. Kevin King,
MD
Geneva Family Practice - Dr. Robert
R. Rivers MD
HFR Precision Machining Inc.
Insurance Direct - Paul Ducoff
Karas Restaurant Group (Village
Squire, Rookies, Alexanders Cafe,
Old Republic Kitchen)
Melissa Patterson
Orkin Residential and Orkin
Commercial Services
Pro-Life Champions - John Morales
ReMax / The Rasmussen Team
Rental Max - St. Charles
Riverside Pizza & Pub - South Elgin
St. Charles Computer Services - Bill
Roth

Contact

Golf
Outing

Mercy
For The
Starving

Unitas

y
y

https://www.aureliospizza.com/locati
on/geneva/
y
y
bobevansfirewoodandmulch.com

y
y
y
y
y

country-donuts.com
630-443-1008
drtomgeneva.com
fellowes.com
genesisautomation.com

y
y
y
y

y
y
y

hfrprecision.com
insurancedirectonline.com

y
y
y
y

orkin.com

y
y

tomrasmussen.com
rentalmax.com
riversidepizzapub.com
wmroth@sbcglobal.net
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Superior Industrial Equipment - Jeff
Galush
The Exchange Club of the Tri-Cities
Weiss Lawn Care

y
tcexchange.org
weisslawnandsnow.com

y
y

DON’T SAVE THE DATE!
How's that for a headline you don't see very often!
Due to the risk of infection by the coronavirus and our governments' orders to
shelter in place and avoid congregating in groups, the Roadside Cleanup event
scheduled for Saturday, April 25th is postponed. We will keep you advised when a
safe time and circumstance allows for the event to be rescheduled.
May you and your families come out healthy on the other side of this pandemic.
We look forward to the fellowship and fraternity of the event in the not too distant
future.

KNIGHT OF THE MONTH

A big shout-out and thank you to February Knight of the month Tim McAdams
for his work coordinating the regional free-throw event.
Our council was asked to take on this event in addition to our own council and
district free-throw events. Tim stepped up as the event leader, and ensured
that our council hosted an event we could be proud of! Thanks to Tim and all
who helped him.
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COUNCIL ELECTIONS COMING IN JUNE
As we approach the end of the KofC Fraternal Year, we start talking about next year FY 2020/2021 budget and
Council elections. Currently, the officers are working towards a budget for the coming year which will be presented
at a future Council meeting.
Have you ever thought of being a Council officer? Do you know of a brother Knight who would like to be an officer,
or who would make a great officer, but will not step forward?
We want to hear from you. Nominations are now open so please prayerfully consider joining the officer team to help
lead your Council. If you have any questions, please email:gk@kofc12497.com or call 630-824-7285. A description
of officers positions is posted later in this issue.

UPDATE - “NEVER GIVE UP ON LIFE” MEMORIAL GOLF OUTING
Planning was underway, golf committee had convened for several meetings, work was being done
behind the scenes, and on March 10th our deposit and contract was delivered to Elgin Country
Club. I met with the General Manager and we both were hopeful that the virus would soon be a
distant memory. Little did we know within a couple of weeks, the world was turned upside down.
The Golf Committee decided in late March to cease planning and solicitation efforts for sponsorships,
donations, etc.… and to re-evaluate on May 1st the climate with the virus and hopefully be in a
position to determine if an outing can be pulled together. Elgin Country Club does have a late
August Monday opening to reschedule; however, no available dates in September. Our outing is one
of the largest donations for Corbella Clinic. Their largest fundraiser is their annual banquet in
September. In other words, Corbella depends on our donation in the annual budget. I know we all
pray that we can return to normalcy very soon. More to come.
God Bless,
Fred Karl - PGK

UPDATE - CORBELLA CLINIC
On approximately April 1st, for the safety of the employees, Corbella Clinic closed their facility with their employees
working from home as best they can. I am not certain if ultrasounds or other testing is being done on an
appointment basis only. Virtual meetings, webinars are very commonplace now in the business world. However,
this technology does not necessarily translate to the Corbella world due to patient privacy and network security
issues when having confidential conversations with patients. This is a priority and an unexpected expense. The
plan is to continue with payroll and the Clinic does plan to apply for the SBA Paycheck Protection Program to help
support this ongoing payroll expense. As a side comment, it is hard to believe that 501(c)3 non-profits such as
Corbella but also Catholic Parishes and their Schools can participate in this SBA Program. We do have friends at the
top of Government. Please keep Corbella Clinic and the patients they serve in your prayers.
God Bless,
Fred Karl - Treasurer
Corbella Clinic
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MERCY FOR THE STARVING RECAP
If you attended the MFTS event, you know it was a huge success! Following is a recap of the numbers; and you will
find some event photos in the photo album at the end. Thank you to Paul Braddock for the recap and photos.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING – PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN
It is unfortunate in today’s time that it becomes necessary to implement Safe Environment Training. We have
discussed this at Council meetings over the past year but have not made the effort to move our Council forward.
Our Council is not compliant with the policy of Supreme, but is working towards completing the requirements.
Because of the wide range of our activities, we are asking ALL KNIGHT participants to complete the Rockford
Diocesan training. This program is required by both SP and SJN. It is an easy online program that can be
completed in less than one hour or in multiple sessions if you prefer. You can access the training using this link
https://www.ceorockford.org/virtus-protecting-gods-children/. If you are unable connect with a computer, please
advise the GK or DGK so additional arrangements can be made.
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SEEKING HELP - WEBSITE ADMIN, FACEBOOK ADMIN
Do you have skills / interests in maintaining websites and/or managing a Facebook page for groups? If so, our
council could use your help! We are seeking someone to assist with management of our website, kofc12497.com, a
WordPress-based website. More details can be provided to anyone who inquires. We need to keep our website
current and useful - please consider serving your council with your talents in this area.
Also, our council is considering creating a Facebook page, to increase outreach and visibility. Supreme and State
both have pages, as well as both of our parishes. This will require at least two brother Knights to administer and
monitor the page, if we are to proceed. Some research has already been done and can be shared.
If you would like to discuss helping with either of these areas, please contact the Unitas editor at
unitas12497@sbcglobal.net. For all readers: check out the following Facebook page links: Supreme, Illinois State
Council, St. Patrick, and St. John Neumann.

FIELD AGENT: Protecting the Breadwinner’s Income
While the present jobs market may seem relatively good, accidents, injuries,
and illnesses that can impact your ability to work still happen. Most, in fact, do
not happen on the jobsite or place of employment. Did you know that a 2011
study revealed that more than 95 percent of the long-term disability claims on
file were not work related?
The Knights have always sought to protect members’ families from the “loss”
of a breadwinner. I’m sure you know all about Father McGivney’s vision for
our insurance program. But you may not know that Father McGivney also
wanted to find a way to help members who couldn’t work because of an
illness. After all, the “loss” of the breadwinner does not have to mean that person’s death; it can also mean the loss
of the breadwinner’s income.
Consider that loss for a moment. How would your family fare if a source of income suddenly stopped? Could a dualincome family manage on one income stream? What about young families with a working father and a mother who
cares for the children? What if his income halted due to an accident or illness?
I’ve heard some people say they have coverage at work, but too many aren’t sure what this coverage entails, how
much income it would provide or for how long. Having this protection counts for something, certainly, but it isn’t
“yours”; it’s provided by the company for which you work at their discretion. It could be eliminated tomorrow.
That’s where a personally-owned disability income insurance product, like Income Armor, comes into play. It can
offer valuable income replacement in the event of an injury or illness.. If you have a job, you must know about this
coverage.
Gregory Paul, FIC
(708) 601-5489
gregory.paul@kofc.org
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COUNCIL OFFICER POSITION DESCRIPTIONS
The following was provided by our Grand Knight, in support of the announcement above about officer elections
forthcoming in June.
Chaplain – Appointed by Pastor and approved by Bishop Malloy.
Financial Secretary –His term is unlimited and is approved by the Supreme Council. He is responsible for the
maintenance of all Council membership records and the initial processing of all financial transactions.
Grand Knight –The grand knight is the chief executive officer of the council. He is responsible for setting the goals
and ensuring that all officers fulfill their duties in reaching these objectives. He presides over all meetings; appoints
program and committee directors as needed and fills officer roles in the event of vacancies; countersigns checks
and orders for payment; and is responsible for the council’s First Degree Team.
Deputy Grand Knight – The deputy grand knight serves as the grand knight’s right hand man and should fill in for
the grand knight when he is not present. Additionally, the DGK will likely lead a committee or multiple, if he
chooses to do so. Some DGK’s serve as their council’s program director.
Ultimately he assists the GK in leading the council and reaching council objectives. In some council’s, the DGK role
might be used to groom a possible grand knight candidate for the following year. Finally, the DGK may serve as a
liaison between the council and other groups that share similar interest (i.e. Newman Club, pro-life club, etc.).
Chancellor – The chancellor assists both the grand and deputy grand knights in leading of the council by engaging
and strengthening the council’s members. His primary responsibilities include both recruiting and retaining
members and to this end he should set up different events that display the different values and principles of the
Knights of Columbus. The chancellor should participate in the council’s degree team and serve as chairman of the
Admission committee.
Treasurer –The treasurer is responsible for managing the council funds, whether in bank or school accounts. He
receives money from the financial secretary and deposits funds into council accounts. He is also responsible for
paying all council expenses. Finally, he balances and verifies the ledger and keeps the updated budget once
approved by the council.
Advocate –The council advocate acts as council parliamentarian; he should be knowledgeable in Robert’s Rules of
Order and Methods of Conduction Council Meeting (#1937). He may seek legal assistance from the state advocate,
should issues arise. The advocate should be able to take on additional responsibilities as the council deems
necessary.
Recorder –The recorder has the responsibility of recording all meetings and events held by the council. He should
record minutes, conversations and other information helpful to the council and prepare them to be distributed to
the council membership in a timely manner. Additionally, he should help with the council event notifications,
council meeting reminders and assist with council social media responsibilities.
Warden –The warden is responsible for the property owned by the council. He is also in charge of setting up
meetings and leads both the inside and outside guards. Many college councils utilize the warden and guards as
custodians of the campus ministry property which may include raking leaves, shoveling snow and assisting with
maintenance of the interior.
Inside/Outside Guards –The inside and outside guards carry out tasks given to them by the grand knight and
also follows orders of the warden. They are responsible for checking membership cards and allowing entrance to
meetings.
Councils should consider appointing additional inside and outside guards, especially among promising freshmen, as
this provides early leadership opportunities from which they can be elected to higher positions as they enter their
sophomore year.
Trustees (3) – 1 yr., 2 yr., 3 yr. – The trustees advise the grand knight, supervise the council’s financial matters,
and conduct the semiannual audits. Usually the immediate past grand knight will serve as a trustee. Some college
councils utilize alumni members and or university faculty members as the other two trustees to provide additional
oversight and support.
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year. Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.
Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PHOTO ALBUM
A big

thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas

- it makes the publication much more interesting!

The Mercy For the Starving Event required many hands -- enjoy!

a big crowd receiving instruction!

Cubs Scouts
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Msgr. Peck’s prayer over the participants and meals

Fr. Gonnella’s prayer over the packed meals

Deacon Willie

truck is loaded!

That Man Is You group - St. Pats

Food collection for St. Vincent DePaul

St Pat's 8th grade volleyball team
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a big THANK YOU to all of the event sponsors!

And … goal met! →

St. Pats Crane Road: unable to perform their annual Holy Thursday posting inside the church to honor
the Blessed Sacrament due to the corona virus quarantine, some of our brother knights "posted" in
their cars with flashlights, candles and camp lights following the video-streamed Mass.
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Following are selected springtime KofC event memories from recent years past, given we are
missing our cherished events for the time being. Enjoy.

Here I Am Lord breakfast, 2015

St. Patricks Day parade, 2015

filling Easter eggs

Easter Egg Hunt !

Garden Market

Memorial Day 2017
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roadside cleanup 2017

Dragonboat races 2017
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