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In This Issue
• Around Town With Gary
• Ladies Auxiliary update

AROUND TOWN WITH GARY

• Support our Community

Brother Knights,

• Golf Outing

We are now over 50 days into our lockdown/self-quarantine/social
distancing to prevent the spread of Covid-19. It has no doubt
affected us all….some as an inconvenience and others in a much
more serious way. As Knights, we are called to make a difference.

• Membership Report
• Field Agent Update
• Photo Album

Upcoming Events
May (virtual meetings)
05/04
05/05
05/11
05/24

Ladies Auxiliary
Officers’ Meeting
Business Meeting
KofC State (virtual)
Convention

June
06/01 Ladies Auxiliary
06/02 Officers’ Meeting
06/08 Business Meeting-SJN

July
07/06
07/07
07/13
07/18

Ladies Auxiliary
Officers’ Meeting
Business Meeting-SJN
Ladies’ document
shredding event-SPCR
07/20 Golf outing

August
08/03 Ladies Auxiliary
08/04 Officers’ Meeting
08/10 Business Meeting-SJN

Degree Schedule
1st, 2nd, 3rd many virtual dates
available from Supreme. For
possible additional dates,
check with GK

Last month, I shared some of the ways that we as Knights could make a difference
during this these unprecedented times. I have heard many stories of neighbors helping
neighbors; whether it’s by making face masks for neighbors, family or essential
workers; running errands for those unable to or are at risk or just praying for God’s
presence during our time of need. If you have a story to tell, please share it with us
at gk@kofc12497.com to know how our Knights are helping Knights.
However, we are not out of the woods (or quarantine) just yet. Many organizations
need our help and support. Although it is difficult to organize a group effort, there are
many worthwhile organizations in our area that need help. Please refer to the list of
organizations needing assistance posted later in this issue. As we begin to open our
state for business, there will be many more in need of our assistance. Many of these
organizations allow for online giving. Please consider donating to them.
Have you noticed what a great job our priests and parish families are doing to keep us
anchored in Faith? They have been working hard to ensure that we are connected
spiritually to our Faith with video Masses, devotions, spiritual challenges and in many
other ways.
Remember to keep them in your prayers and continue to financially
support our parishes. On line giving is a great way to continue that support.
Last month, we held our first virtual council meetings. For the most part it went
smoothly, starting with the Rosary followed immediately thereafter by the Council
meeting. Our May and probably June meetings will continue to be virtual. A notice
will be sent out in Flocknotes as well as text with details shortly.
This month at our May Council meeting, we will present the 2020/21 Fraternal Year
budget for discussion. We will plan a budget vote in June to have a budget in place at
the start of our new FY year. In addition, we will begin the process to elect the Council
officers for the Fraternal Year beginning July 1 2020 through June 30, 2021.
Nominations are open in May for a vote in June. We hope that you will be present to
participate in these two important events and to determine the future of your Council.
Ladies Auxiliary News
Congratulations to Caroline Ehmann and the newly elected officers for the Ladies
Auxiliary 2020/2021 term. We would like to wish Caroline and all the newly elected
officers the best and look forward to working with them.
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Upcoming 4th Degree
Exemplification
May 09, 2020
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A special thanks to outgoing president (and incoming vice president) Donna Fike. It
has been great working with her, appreciate all her counsel and the tireless support
for our Missions. Donna will remain the LAX representative to our regular K of C
officers meetings.
Stay safe! Vivat Jesus,
Grand Knight Gary

OTHER ITEMS FROM OUR GRAND KNIGHT
May council meeting
Our May council meeting will again be virtual with a link and phone dial-in number to
be sent out in a Flocknote email and text. In order to avoid confusion over the timing
of the April meeting, please note the following times. Plan to logon a few minutes
early to insure connection.
6:15 pm - Pray the Rosary (thank you to FS and PGK Bill Roth for leading the Rosary)
7:00 pm – Begin Council meeting
If you are not receiving our Flocknote please contact GK@kofc12497.com with email
and cell phone number to check our records. We hope to see you there.

Holy Thursday Flashlight Vigil…
In case you missed it, kudos to Brother Paul Braddock for suggesting and Msgr.
Deutsch for permitting a Holy Thursday Flashlight Vigil at St. Patrick Crane Road
Church after Holy Thursday Mass.
In place of a 4 th degree Honor Guard, Paul
organized a Flashlight Vigil on Holy Thursday keeping a very respectful and prayerful
vigil outside the Church; watching and praying from 8 until midnight. Keeping
with
the policy of social distancing, many individuals and families parked in SPCR parking
lot and at a safe distance from each other, standing, watching, praying or just sitting
in their car with flashlights pointed to the sky. We were able to streamed Holy
Thursday Mass from the parking lot as well. There was a constant stream of worshipers
coming to pray and watch and then leaving only to be replaced by other worshippers
who drove up and parked to pray. A truly extraordinary experience!

An updated list of still-planned council activities is included toward the end
of this Unitas issue.

Fred Karl
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Knights Helping Knights Partnering with SP Parishioners Helping People
The Council in keeping with its program, Knights Helping Knights/Leave No Neighbor Behind, is joining with the St.
Patrick ministry of Parishioners Helping People. Brother Knight Mike Zak is leading the ministry to help those in
need especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. The number of people who need help is expected to increase
substantially as we move forward. Go to the St. Patrick bulletin (online here) for additional information about the
program. More information will be forthcoming as to how we can help support the ministry.

May is the Month of Mary
May is the Month of Mary. Typically in the month of May, we honor Mary for her love and sacrifices for us. As queen
of the Knights, let us honor Her and pray the Memorare often.
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LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT
The Month of May – Honoring our Blessed Mother
We honor her because Mary is Jesus’ mother. She is the first and
most perfect disciple. She is our Mother. She loves us more than
you can ever imagine and Mary is advocate, helper, benefactress
and mediatrix. She continues to intercede for us so that we may
receive the gifts of eternal salvation. She is at work
24/7/365/forever, for whatever we need, whenever we need it.
It is also the month to honor our own Mothers. All the sacrifices and love they show us
for our entire lives. We love and appreciate you. Let us pray to Mary to grant blessings to
our Moms as we honor them as well.

******************************************************************************************
We in the Ladies Auxiliary hope that you and your loved ones are staying well and safe during these trying times.
Everyone is making sacrifices as we try to endure the trials of everyday life.
We miss going to Mass, receiving the sacraments, being together in community with each other. Let us continue to
pray for those who are ill, their care-givers, those who have passed into eternity and for everyone to stay well and
to get back to normal soon.
Our only business this month is our election of officers which was a unique experience – via email. The Slate of
Officers was approved by the membership:
1. Caroline Ehmann, President
2. Donna Fike, VP
3. Cheryl Balleto, Treasurer
4. Cathy Blozis, Secretary
(with a job share for 2 (or 3) months with Ann DeMartino)
5. Trustees: Donna Baum (member at large), Doris Braddock and Alice Sury.
Installation of officers is planned for the June meeting (if the restrictions have been released).
It has been my sincerest pleasure serving as President of the Ladies Auxiliary for these last 2 years. This wonderful
group of ladies has made it so easy to lead. Always stepping up and volunteering when needed and contributing so
much in time and talent that I have been truly blessed to have all of them at my side doing so many wonderful
things. Thanks to all!
Respectfully,
Donna Fike
Ladies Auxiliary President

see our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org
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ORGANIZATIONS NEEDING HELP
With the current social distancing locking down most economic activity during this crisis, more so than ever, these
are just a few of the organizations that desperately need assistance. Blood, food or financial assistance will go a
long way. There are many organizations in and around our area that are worthy of your support. Please help
where you can.
Our Faith – Continue to support your Parish and its Mission through prayer and your financial support. On-line
giving is a great way to continue your support.
St. Patrick Parish
St. John Neumann Parish
Blood Donation / Other Support Organizations Red Cross Give Blood - https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
Versiti Blood Center of Illinois (formerly Heartland) - who runs our parish blood drives versiti.org
St. Vincent de Paul Society - info for them on St. Pat’s website
Red Cross Donations - redcross.org
Food Pantries –
St. Patrick Parish/St. John Neumann Parish
Interfaith Food Pantry & Clothes Closet- https://www.bataviafoodpantry.org
Northern Illinois Food Bank (donate or volunteer) - https://solvehungertoday.org/
Shepherds Heart Food Pantry – https://chapelstreet.church/support/crisis-care/shepherds-heart-food-pantry/
Shelters
Lazarus House – lazarushouse.net
Hesed House – hesedhouse.org
Intellectual Disability (Tootsie Roll Fund Drive) Partners –
Giant Steps -mygiantsteps.org
Special Olympics – soill.org
Marklund – marklund.org
Association for Individual Development - aidcares.org
Misericordia Homes – misericordia.com
Respect Life (golf outing beneficiary)
Corbella Clinic – corbellaclinic.org

SUPPORT OUR BROTHER KNIGHTS
As our Grand Knight posted recently via Flocknotes, our council would like to help our brother Knights promote their
business while our state is under challenging stay-at-home restrictions. Please review the additional business
promotions toward the back of this Unitas edition. If you would like to reach out to your Brother Knights for support
of your business, write an ad or promotion to be placed in the June Unitas. If you need help writing your promotion,
Financial Secretary Bill Roth has offered to assist.
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SUPPORT OUR EVENT SPONSORS
Many of our council's charitable events owe their financial success to the generous support in the form of donations
and discounts from our sponsoring, local businesses. Year after year, they come through for us. Now is the time for
us to make a small gesture to support them in these difficult times.
We all are going to order a pizza, get a coffee at a drive-through, and buy groceries. So, how about perhaps
modifying your regular vendor choice, and buying goods and services from one of our council's loyal supporters. We
all hear about the devastating effect the necessary shelter in place program has on the economy and small
businesses especially. Let's help our friends and neighbors in business by helping to fill their current sales' gap, so
that they will be able to weather this crisis.
As a reminder, here is a list of some of our great supporters. Please consider them when choosing a local provider
during the next few weeks. Let's cement our relationship with them in their time of need, and they will be there for
us in the future in our time of need. And remember to be sure to tell the owner, cashier, or delivery person that you
are buying from them to thank them for their annual support for the Knights of Columbus, and to help them in some
small way to get through these difficult times for all.

Sponsor (alphabetic)
ASC Consulting LLC
Aurelio Pizza of Geneva
Benjamin F. Edwards & Co,
Investments
Biggers Chevrolet
Bob Evans Firewood and Mulch Gary Topacio
Breakthru Beverage Group
CKC Facility Services
Country Donuts
David A. I. Glenn, Chiropractic
Physician
Dr. Thomas Skoumal DDS PC
El Rayo Restaurant, St. Charles
Fellowes Brands
Genesis Automation
Geneva Eye Clinic - Dr. Kevin King,
MD
Geneva Family Practice - Dr. Robert
R. Rivers MD
HFR Precision Machining Inc.
Insurance Direct - Paul Ducoff
Karas Restaurant Group (Village
Squire, Rookies, Alexanders Cafe,
Old Republic Kitchen)
Melissa Patterson
Orkin Residential and Orkin
Commercial Services
Pro-Life Champions - John Morales
ReMax / The Rasmussen Team
Rental Max - St. Charles
Riverside Pizza & Pub - South Elgin
St. Charles Computer Services - Bill
Roth

Contact

Golf
Outing

Mercy
For The
Starving

Unitas

y
y

https://www.aureliospizza.com/locati
on/geneva/
y
y
bobevansfirewoodandmulch.com

y
y
y
y
y

country-donuts.com
630-443-1008
drtomgeneva.com
fellowes.com
genesisautomation.com

y
y
y
y

y
y
y

hfrprecision.com
insurancedirectonline.com

y
y
y
y

orkin.com

y
y

tomrasmussen.com
rentalmax.com
riversidepizzapub.com
wmroth@sbcglobal.net
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Superior Industrial Equipment - Jeff
Galush
The Exchange Club of the Tri-Cities
Weiss Lawn Care

y
tcexchange.org
weisslawnandsnow.com

y
y

UPDATE - “NEVER GIVE UP ON LIFE” MEMORIAL GOLF OUTING
Planning was underway, golf committee had convened for several meetings, work was being done
behind the scenes, and on March 10th our deposit and contract was delivered to Elgin Country
Club. I met with the General Manager and we both were hopeful that the virus would soon be a
distant memory. Little did we know within a couple of weeks, the world was turned upside down.
The Golf Committee decided in late March to cease planning and solicitation efforts for sponsorships,
donations, etc.… and to re-evaluate on May 1st the climate with the virus and hopefully be in a
position to determine if an outing can be pulled together. Elgin Country Club does have a late
August Monday opening to reschedule; however, no available dates in September. Our outing is one
of the largest donations for Corbella Clinic. Their largest fundraiser is their annual banquet in
September. In other words, Corbella depends on our donation in the annual budget. I know we all
pray that we can return to normalcy very soon. More to come.
God Bless,
Fred Karl - PGK

UPDATE - CORBELLA CLINIC
On approximately April 1st, for the safety of the employees, Corbella Clinic closed their facility with their employees
working from home as best they can. I am not certain if ultrasounds or other testing is being done on an
appointment basis only. Virtual meetings, webinars are very commonplace now in the business world. However,
this technology does not necessarily translate to the Corbella world due to patient privacy and network security
issues when having confidential conversations with patients. This is a priority and an unexpected expense. The
plan is to continue with payroll and the Clinic does plan to apply for the SBA Paycheck Protection Program to help
support this ongoing payroll expense. As a side comment, it is hard to believe that 501(c)3 non-profits such as
Corbella but also Catholic Parishes and their Schools can participate in this SBA Program. We do have friends at the
top of Government. Please keep Corbella Clinic and the patients they serve in your prayers.
God Bless,
Fred Karl - Treasurer
Corbella Clinic
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
At a time when we are learning about how to bring a gentleman into the Knights based on the new Degree program,
it has come to light that we also need to bring him into Knighthood in a virtual way. You are still the key ingredient
no matter what method is used for a gentleman to become a Knight. You still take the lead by inviting a gentleman
to become a Knight. After he agrees that he would like to become a Knight, you can follow the directions given in
the letter below by the Supreme Knights.
Here are the steps to follow:
1. Provide the name and contact information of the candidate to Paul Braddock (trombone_55@yahoo.com)
2. Paul will submit this information to the Grand Knight
3. The Grand Knight will submit his name to the Council for approval (based on the Supreme letter below)
4. Once approved, the Grand Knight will notify you (the person who invited the candidate to become a Knight), the
Director of Membership (Paul Braddock), and the candidate to participate in an Online Exemplification based on
one of the given dates and times shown in the Supreme newsletter.
5. Follow the remainder of the instructions given in the Supreme letter.
A hand of gratitude goes to each of you for thinking about inviting a gentleman to become a Knight while each of us
face COVID-19 on a daily basis. Please stay in tune with all the communication you receive from our Grand Knight,
Gary Stopka.
Paul Braddock
Director of Membership
trombone_55@yahoo.com
630-901-3164

Worthy State, District, and Council Leaders,
The success of our online exemplifications has shown that men are eager to join our ranks and advance
even during this time of pandemic and social distancing.
The Supreme Council continues to host online exemplification ceremonies while social distancing rules are
in effect. I ask that you promote them heavily within your councils and jurisdictions.
A candidate or observer can choose a ceremony that best fits his schedule. If a first choice is closed out due
to capacity limitations, he should pick another time slot that still has openings.
The procedure to follow is very simple.
•
•

Grand Knights or financial secretaries invite eligible candidates for admission and advancement to
participate by forwarding these downloadable PDF invitations (English, French, Spanish) to them.
Provide each candidate with your council number and instruct them to register for the
exemplification of their choice by clicking on the associated link within the PDF. Tell them that their
families are welcome, and encouraged, to observe. For your benefit, the ceremony schedule is as
follows:
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ENGLISH

FRENCH

SPANISH

May 7 - 7:00 AM EDT
May 7 - 2:00 PM EDT
May 7 - 7:00 PM EDT
May 7 - 10:00 PM EDT

May 9 - 10:00 AM EDT
May 13 - 7:30 PM EDT

May 13 - 9:00 PM EDT
May 17 - 9:00 PM EDT

May 14 - 7:00 PM EDT
May 14 - 10:00 PM EDT
May 17 - 7:00 PM EDT
May 17 - 10:00 PM EDT
•
•
•

Follow up with the candidates to guide them through the registration as needed.
Candidates should log in no earlier than 15 minutes prior to the exemplification.
After the ceremony, process the candidates by submitting form 100s the traditional way or
electronically in Officers Online.

Note that candidates for admission must be approved by your council. You may coordinate electronic voting
for them using the temporary rules for electronic voting found here - English, French, Spanish.
Vivat Jesus!
Tom McCaffrey
Vice President
Fraternal Excellence
CC: Supreme Officers
Supreme Directors
State Deputies
General Agents
Fraternal Mission Staff

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING – PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN
It is unfortunate in today’s time that it becomes necessary to implement Safe Environment Training. We have
discussed this at Council meetings over the past year but have not made the effort to move our Council forward.
Our Council is not compliant with the policy of Supreme, but is working towards completing the requirements.
Because of the wide range of our activities, we are asking ALL KNIGHT participants to complete the Rockford
Diocesan training. This program is required by both SP and SJN. It is an easy online program that can be
completed in less than one hour or in multiple sessions if you prefer. You can access the training using this link
https://www.ceorockford.org/virtus-protecting-gods-children/. If you are unable connect with a computer, please
advise the GK or DGK so additional arrangements can be made.

SEEKING HELP - WEBSITE ADMIN, FACEBOOK ADMIN
Do you have skills / interests in maintaining websites and/or managing a Facebook page for groups? If so, our
council could use your help! We are seeking someone to assist with management of our website, kofc12497.com, a
WordPress-based website. More details can be provided to anyone who inquires. We need to keep our website
current and useful - please consider serving your council with your talents in this area.
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Also, our council is considering creating a Facebook page, to increase outreach and visibility. Supreme and State
both have pages, as well as both of our parishes. This will require at least two brother Knights to administer and
monitor the page, if we are to proceed. Some research has already been done and can be shared.
If you would like to discuss helping with either of these areas, please contact the Unitas editor at
unitas12497@sbcglobal.net. For all readers: check out the following Facebook page links: Supreme, Illinois State
Council, St. Patrick, and St. John Neumann.

FIELD AGENT: Protecting Your Family… Business?
You already know that the Knights of Columbus is here for all your personal
and family financial protection needs, but did you know that the Order can
help secure your business too? As your Knights of Columbus field agent, I can
help you protect the continuity of your business for years to come.
Business insurance is the term used in the insurance industry to describe the
use of life insurance and disability income insurance to solve certain financial
needs of businesses and their owners. The products offered through the Order
can cover many needs, such as:
• Economic loss to the business when a key employee dies
• Disposition of a business owner’s interest upon death or other separation from the business
If you’ve worked hard to establish a business, you owe it to yourself and your family to learn about the
opportunities that the Knights of Columbus can offer. With protection for the family, the business, the farm,
retirement, long term care and disability coverage, the Knight of Columbus truly is your shield for all the elements
of your life.
Gregory Paul, FIC
(708) 601-5489
gregory.paul@kofc.org

COUNCIL PLANNED EVENTS FOR REMAINDER OF 2020
Following is a list of all currently planned Council events for 2020, included here to assist you in scheduling time on
your calendar to participate.
Date

Category

Event

Weekly

Faith

Weekly Rosary

11-May-20

Council

Regular Business Meeting

19-May-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

23-May-20

Council

State KofC Convention

2-Jun-20

Council

Officers Meeting

8-Jun-20

Council

Regular Business Meeting

6/13-14/2020

Community

STC Dragon Boat Race

14-Jun-20

Council

Degree Ceremony (Tentative)

16-Jun-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

7-Jul-20

Council

Officers Meeting

13-Jul-20

Council

Regular Business Meeting
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20-Jul-20

Life

Golf Outing

21-Jul-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

4-Aug-20

Council

Officers Meeting

10-Aug-20

Council

Regular Business Meeting

18-Aug-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

8-Sep-20

Council

Officers Meeting

10-Sep-20

Life

Corbella Banquet

14-Sep-20

Council

Regular Business Meeting

15-Sep-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

9/18,19,20/2020

Community

ID Tootsie Roll Drive (Various)

9/5-6/2020?

Community

ID Tootsie Roll Drive Flea Market

10/3-4/2020?

Community

ID Tootsie Roll Drive Flea Market

6-Oct-20

Council

Officers Meeting

12-Oct-20

Council

Regular Business Meeting

20-Oct-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

10/24-25/2020
10/3111/1/2020

Community

Pie Sales SP

Community

Pie Sales SP

3-Nov-20

Council

Officers Meeting

6-Nov-20

Community

Pies By The Guys

7-Nov-20

Community

Pies By The Guys

9-Nov-20

Council

Regular Business Meeting

17-Nov-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

8-Dec-20

Council

Officers Meeting

6-Dec-20

Family

Breakfast with Santa

6-Dec-20

Family

Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest

14-Dec-20

Council

Council Social Christmas Party

15-Dec-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year. Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.
Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR BROTHER KNIGHTS WHERE YOU CAN
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PHOTO ALBUM
A big

thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas

- it makes the publication much more interesting!

St. Pats Crane Road: unable to perform their annual Holy Thursday posting inside the church to honor
the Blessed Sacrament due to the corona virus quarantine, some of our brother knights "posted" in
their cars with flashlights, candles and camp lights following the video-streamed Mass. The Rockford
Diocese Observer recognized our Knights in the April 17 issue including the photo below.

Enjoy these selected springtime KofC event memories from recent years past, given we are
missing our cherished events for the time being.

2016 - Preparing lunch at Special Olympics …

… and having a good time!
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2017 - Ladies Auxiliary – Heather’s House visit

2015 - Bishop Malloy at St. Pats Confirmation

2015 - Special Olympics Honor Guard

2019 Special Olympics grill masters

2019 - Rocket J. Squirrel was nominated as
honorary Knight Of The Month for his assistance

2019 Easter Egg hunt
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