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In This Issue
• Around Town With Gary
• Chaplain’s Corner
• Ladies Auxiliary
• Culture of Life - Corbella
• Golf Outing Recap
• IDF Tootsie Roll Drive
• Field Agent Update

Upcoming Events
September
09/11 9/11 Anniversary Mass
PM SPCR
09/12 Outdoor Communion SJN
09/14 Membership Mtg -SPCR
09/18-20 Tootsie Roll Drive
(streets)
09/26 Outdoor Communion SJN
09/26 Hope for Haitians Run
TBD
Blood Drive

October
Monday Weekly Rosary
10/3-4 Tootsie Rolls Flea Mkt
10/05 Ladies Auxiliary
10/05 Officers’ Meeting-SPCR
10/12 Membership Mtg-SPCR
10/21 Fraternal Benefits
Pies By The Guys – Moved to
March

November
Monday Weekly Rosary
11/02 Ladies Auxiliary
11/02 Officers’ Business Mtg.
11/09 Membership Mtg -TBD

December
Monday Weekly Rosary
12/07 Ladies Auxiliary
12/08 Officers’ Business Mtg.
12/14 Membership Mtg -TBD

AROUND TOWN WITH GARY
Brother Knights,
Things appear to be opening a little resulting in an everchanging
activity calendar. As some of our previous activities are postponed
or canceled, new activity requests are added. Please continue to
monitor Flocknote and our website for announcements.
Our next Council meeting is scheduled for Monday September 14, a dual
virtual and an in-person event at St. Patrick Crane Road Dempsey Hall. Seating
will be limited to capacity of the room to allow for social distancing. Since SJN is not
open evenings until further notice, future Council meetings will be held at SPCR. Our
Officers meetings will be moved to Mondays and held at SPCR the week prior to our
Council meetings. Unfortunately, at this time, we are unable to serve food or drink.
Serving food and drink is what we do most and best. Currently, the Diocese has
prohibited food and drink at Church events. Many of our food events have been
postponed. Hopefully, we can get back to doing what Knights do soon.
Thanks to the “never say never” attitude by Fred and our Golf Committee who held
out hope that we could hold the golf event during COVID-19 days. The 21st Annual
Chuck Hollenbach event to benefit Corbella clinic went forward without a hitch. The
rain, thunder/lightning or tornado winds that day don’t count.
Our Tootsie Roll ID Charity Event started this past week at the fairgrounds which
opened for the first time this year. Greg’s report is in this issue. Our success in this
is always dependent on participation. We currently have more locations than willing
volunteers. As CHARITY is our number one principle and charities have been hit
extremely hard, I challenge all you Knights, family members, neighbors and friends,
to devote an hour or two to solicit for those intellectually and physically disabled. When
you volunteer to work this event, you always feel better after. Remember, all funds
collected stay local to organizations of the Council’s choosing.
On Friday September 11, St. Patrick Parish is having a 9/11 Anniversary Red,
White and Blue Anniversary Mass at CR 7 PM. Come join us as we remember the
attack and honor the men and women police, fire fighters, doctors, nurses, hospital
workers and all who continue to serve our country. Show your pride! Wear your council
logo, badge or uniform. Please sign up on-line at St. Patrick’s website to attend Mass.
Do you know of a potential candidate for KofC membership? The Illinois Council has
offered free membership to new members through October 31 to celebrate the
Beatification of our founder Fr. Michael McGivney. If you know of any potential
candidates, please have them contact Membership Chair Marty Kleker or myself.
Exemplifications are now only 30 minutes long and scheduled weekly on-line and also
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Degree Schedule
1st, 2nd, 3rd many virtual dates
available from Supreme. For
possible additional dates,
check with GK

on-demand. Supreme is also scheduling a 4th Patriot degree on-line in October. If you
are a 3rd degree, consider signing up for this degree. More information coming soon.
Stay safe! Vivat Jesus,
Grand Knight Gary

Upcoming 4th Degree
Exemplification
Nov. 7 (virtual)
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

by Fr. John Kladar

Wedding season is upon us, and no, this isn't the usual time for us to
be having the majority of our weddings, but that's what happens when
the Church is closed in April, May, and most of June. While many
aspects of this have been interesting, one of the conversations that I
have with the young couples is about how they will have their
reception. Because of the limited numbers, many are putting off the
big reception and are having a more intimate liturgy for the wedding
because of current restrictions. During this conversation, I usually get
an innocent question. "Hey Father, when we are able to have our reception, can we
renew our vows?" They are then surprised when I tell them, no, but I would happy to
do a prayer blessing their marriage. While we all remember our grandparents, parents,
or friends renewing their vows at one point and even at mass, the short answer is that
this isn't a thing in the Church but let me tell a story to help explain.
The Mara family has owned the New York Giants for three generations, and second
only to the McCaskey's in Chicago, they have been a part of their team for the most
prolonged duration in NFL history. Also like the McCaskey family, the Mara's are very
catholic, and after many years it came time to celebrate 50 years of marriage for Mr.
Mara and his wife. Planning the celebration, they came to Mr. Mara and asked him at
which part of the celebration he would like to do the renewal of vows. They were
surprised when he told them that he had no plans to renew his vows. He said, "I was
not aware that the vows I made on my marriage day had an expiration date."
Marriage is hard, it is beautiful, but it is undoubtedly difficult, or rather supernatural.
It is only by God's grace that the covenant of marriage can be lived out well. So,
brothers today I ask those of you who are married to pray with those vows you made
on the day of your marriage. I ask you to do an examination of how you are living
them out. If you are praying honestly, the Holy Spirit will show you ways to live out
those vows more perfectly. Please act on these inspirations from the Spirit, and if
nothing comes to you, I will recommend something to you right now. Pray with your
wife every day, I'm not saying most days, or when you remember, but pray with your
wife every single day. It is much harder to stay mad at your wife, or for her to stay
mad at you when you both know before you lay down to sleep, you will pray together.
Pick one prayer, and without exception, say it together every single day. Marriage
doesn't make sense without being centered on God, for it is His love for us that
marriage is a symbol. Know that I am praying for all of your Marriages.
God Bless,
Fr. John Kladar
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Youth CoDirectors
Culture of
Life Director

Jason
O’Sullivan,
Chris Barone

An updated list of still-planned council activities is included toward the end
of this Unitas issue.
Also, note the announcement from Corbella Clinic after the photo album.

Fred Karl

LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT
Fall is here – Anyone who thinks that leaves are
dead, has never watched them dancing on a
windy day!

God’s paint brush has passed through the trees,
and how glorious his deed!!

Hope you had a great Labor Day Weekend!

******************************************************************************************
The Ladies Auxiliary assisted the Knights with their Annual Tootsie Roll Drive for the Intellectually Challenged in
our area. The first Flea Market in 5 months helped with big turnouts and monies for this wonderful cause.

Fall Mum Sale – Our 1st attempt at a Fall Flower Event. Since we had to cancel our annual Garden Market this year,
we decided to try something new, and it was A HUGE success! We received on-line orders for more than 300 Mums/
Daisies. Thanks to everyone who participated to our worthy cause. We will be sharing our profits with St. Patrick, St.
John Neumann and the Knights. Thanks for making it such a success!!!
REMINDER – PICKUP IS THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
BETWEEN 4:00 PM and 7:00 PM – at the Crane Road Church
We will be making arrangements to deliver to those who made larger orders.

Dine-to-Donate – Village Tavern and Grill – Randall Road, South Elgin –October 15 – STAY TUNED FOR
IMPORTANT INFORMATION!! SAVE THE DATE!!
Respectfully submitted,
Donna Fike, Ladies Auxiliary Vice-President

see our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org
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TOOTSIE ROLL TIME IS HERE!
Our annual Intellectual Disabilities Fund Drive is in full swing and we need volunteers! This is a great opportunity
to get out into the community after being sequestered away for half a year and make a difference for those with
intellectual disabilities. Bring your wife and children. Bring your friends, relatives and neighbors. We have extra
masks, sanitizer, wipes, and gloves for those who want them. You will not have to physically handle the money and
the Tootsies have been safely sealed since before anyone
ever heard of Covid. Please check the remaining days
available on the Council website Activity Signup page
http://kofc12497.com/?page_id=74 to shake the donation
cans and hand out Tootsie Rolls. We are keeping the shifts to
under two hours so sign up for a few shifts.

Remaining dates include:
September 18th, 19th, 20th, – Multiple locations in St. Charles
& South Elgin
October 3rd & 4th – Kane County Flea Market

This is the Council event that requires the greatest member participation and we need your support to make this a
successful event. The most fruitful locations are anywhere on Friday morning and the streets of South
Elgin. We ask that only people over 18 years old sign up for the streets of South Elgin.
The first Flea Market weekend was a mixed bag with Saturday bringing in over $1500 but weather stifled Sunday’s
collections. We are about 75% of last year’s pace so we really need to step up and volunteer. I had been told that
people would not want to give because of wanting to avoid interaction or due to the economy. This weekend shows
that the only thing preventing us from having a great year for collections is a lack of volunteers (and weather).
Thank you to those to volunteered for the first weekend at the Flea Market, some of whom are pictured above and in
the photo album below.
For more information contact Greg Sengstock (630-770-5348) greg@sengstockarchitects.com

ROSARY - JOIN US EVERY MONDAY AT 6:15
Thanks to Financial Secretary / Past Grand Knight Bill Roth for initiating a weekly
Rosary during the pandemic. We will continue to hold a virtual weekly Rosary.
Consider setting aside 20 minutes to pray with fellow Knights and Ladies Auxiliary
members.
Please join us every Monday’s at 6:15. Watch for the video link / call-in info in
Flocknotes.
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“NEVER GIVE UP ON LIFE” GOLF OUTING RECAP
The Knights of Columbus St. Charles Council 21st Annual Chuck Hollenbach “Never Give Up on Life” Memorial Golf
Outing was held on Monday August 10 th at Elgin Country Club. We were blessed to have 112 golfers support the
Knights and especially Corbella Clinic.
Golf began at 11 am with a shotgun start with dry weather, then the weather became dangerous around 3 pm. Most
groups got in approximately 15 holes before ECC sounded the siren to get off the golf course. No one got stuck on
the course, in fact ECC sounded the siren early as the dangerous weather was imminent. Tornado warnings sent the
golfers downstairs to the locker rooms. The poolside BBQ buffet dinner turned into an indoor BBQ buffet in a to-go
box.
We were able to have a very abbreviated program. Brother Knight Jim Connor was our auctioneer and generated
$2,500 with 4 live auctions!! Special thanks to Fr. Browning for allowing us to do a live auction to golf with him
twice. And also special thanks to Msgr. Deutsch and Fr. Kladar for allowing us to auction them off in a foursome. A
50-50 raffle generated a total of $2,400 and the winner, Paul Bielat, donated back the $1,200 he won! Paul has
been a regular at our outing for many years, obviously a friend of the Knights and Corbella! Fellowes was a sponsor
that committed pre-COVID and maintained their commitment after it was decided in late June to resume planning
this outing. Due to the financial stress that many businesses are experiencing, our outbound reach for sponsorships
was intentionally very limited. Hopefully in 2021, we can reach back out to our past sponsors and acquire new
sponsors. Check out the photo album at the end of this issue for a few highlights.
Over the past 20 years, Council 12497 has donated $262,000 to Corbella Clinic. The Golf Committee, Treasurer and
Financial Secretary have not yet met to confirm all 2020 income and expenses; however, our donation to Corbella
Clinic is estimated to be $14,500. This increases our 21-year donation total to $276,500!!! Along with the golf
outing, the committee has been holding a yearly “baby shower” to assist Corbella Clinic and their new
mothers. Golfers were asked to donate an item and given a list of many desperately needed items. Jeanna Desidiri,
the Executive Director, reported that more than 100 items were donated ranging from diapers and wipes to formula,
strollers, baby clothes and other miscellaneous items (photo below). Thank you again to all who participated and
donated to this very worthwhile event.
SAVE THE DATE, year 22 will be on Monday July 19, 2021.

Also, note at the end of this Unitas issue, an announcement about Corbella Clinic's Virtual Celebration of Life Event
on October 22.
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PIES BY THE GUYS … POSTPONED
Pies by The Guys production originally scheduled for November 7, 2020 is now
tentatively rescheduled for March 13, 2021. Due to Covid-19, our pies may be
featured at spring holiday tables!

MEMBERSHIP PROMOTION FOR NEW MEMBERS
Do you know a Catholic man that is interested in joining the Knights
of Columbus?
Now is a perfect time. Through October, the Illinois Council is
offering FREE membership to new Knights. For more information,
contact our Membership Chairman Marty Kleker at
klekerm@yahoo.com or Grand Knight Gary Stopka at
gjstopka@yahoo.com for more information.
When applying on-line, the website to visit is kofc.org/joinus.
Type in the promo code ILKOFC and include our council #12497.
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FIELD AGENT - LIFE INSURANCE AWARENESS MONTH
September is Life Insurance Awareness Month. It’s the one month each year
that the life insurance industry coordinates a campaign aimed at educating
folks about the importance of life insurance and helping them get the
coverage they need. I don’t want to bore you with lots of statistics, but a
recent survey from LIMRA (Life Insurance Marketing Research Association)
found that only 59% of Americans own life insurance and about half of those
are underinsured. So that means that 70% of the population either has no life
insurance or has too little life insurance.
So what does that have to do with the Knights? The historian, Christopher
Kauffman, spent several years at the Supreme Office and at the Museum, researching the book that he wrote on
the 100th anniversary of our founding. That book, Faith and Fraternalism, notes on page 13, “…he [Fr. McGivney]
was deeply interested in pursuing the topic of a Catholic fraternal insurance society among groups of Catholic
laymen of New Haven.” Then on page 35 Mr. Kauffman goes on, “…he [Fr. McGivney again] spent his energy in
promoting the insurance feature…his emphasis on business was his pastoral concern for the social and financial
security of the family.”
Fr. McGivney lived both the social and the financial insecurity of a desperate family, with the breadwinner suddenly
taken, that had to be supported. He left the seminary to work and support his mother and siblings. He didn’t want
other Catholic families to find themselves in such a predicament. That, and uniting men of faith, was the impetus
for establishing our Order. Everyone who joined in those first years was insured; that was part and parcel of being
in the organization. Now every member has a choice and every member should know what we do, and how we do
it. Here’s the process I use when I meet with families:
1. Discover – Identify & prioritize your financial goals
2. Gather Data – Collect facts & figures based on your current situation
3. Analyze – Input data, run calculations, identify shortfalls
4. Recommend – Propose a financial strategy designed to satisfy your goals
5. Implement – Choose a financial strategy and implement
6. Periodic Review – Review regularly, measure success, make adjustments
As you can tell, this is a painless process. But it can help any family, at any age, determine if they have blind spots
in their coverage. It can help you avoid the pain of being underinsured. With a variety of life insurance products we
offer we can help just about any person within any budget.
I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to buy life insurance…I want to buy what life insurance provides: no
change in lifestyle for the survivors…in the house where they want to be. It’ll pay for a daughter’s wedding, a
child’s college education and much more. What does life insurance provide? Peace of mind, security, freedom from
anxiety, a safeguard from the unknown.
That’s where I can help.
Gregory Paul, FIC
(708) 601-5489
gregory.paul@kofc.org
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Retirement Seminar Invite_rev.qxp_Layout 1 8/28/20 3:11 PM Page 1

Tom Hegna, CLU, ChFC, CASL,
is an award-winning author, speaker
and economist. He is an industry leader and is
considered by many as “The Retirement Income Expert.”
Tom has presented at over 5,000 seminars, helping
seniors and baby boomers build lasting retirement plans.

You’re invited to join our webinar where Tom will share his 7 steps
to a secure retirement. Register today to reserve your spot.
Sponsore d by your Knights of Columbus Ke hoe Age ncy

10 /21/20 20

6:30 PM

Date

Time

Contact Gre g via te xt/e mail with your name and phone numbe r to pre re giste r. TEXT: (70 8)60 1-5489 EMAIL: GREGORY.PAUL@KOFC.ORG
RSVP

LI F E I N S U RA N C E • D I S A B I LI T Y I N C O M E I N S U RA N C E • LO N G - T ERM C A RE I N S U RA N C E • RET I REM EN T A N N U I T I ES

Contact me today to learn more:

Gre gory Paul, FICF
Fie ld Age nt
70 8-60 1-5489
gre gory.paul@kofc.org
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SEEKING HELP - WEBSITE ADMIN, FACEBOOK ADMIN
Do you have skills / interests in maintaining websites and/or managing a Facebook page for groups? If so, our
council could use your help! We are seeking someone to assist with management of our website, kofc12497.com, a
WordPress-based website. More details can be provided to anyone who inquires. We need to keep our website
current and useful - please consider serving your council with your talents in this area.
Also, our council is considering creating a Facebook page, to increase outreach and visibility. Supreme and State
both have pages, as well as both of our parishes. This will require at least two brother Knights to administer and
monitor the page, if we are to proceed. Some research has already been done and can be shared.
If you would like to discuss helping with either of these areas, please contact the Unitas editor at
unitas12497@sbcglobal.net. For all readers: check out the following Facebook page links: Supreme, Illinois State
Council, St. Patrick, and St. John Neumann.

BELLARMINE SILENT RETREAT WEEKEND - INVITATION
We have a date for our wonderful Silent Retreat Weekend at Bellarmine Jesuit Retreat
House in Barrington. It is Jan. 15 – 17, 2021. The Retreat Master is Father Mitch
Pacwa SJ who is a very well-known host on EWTN. He has over 30 years of experience
as a TV host. The title of our retreat this year is, “ The Spiritual Exercises; Then and
Now “. Bob Gilmartin informed me this one will sell out fast, so let’s get as many
Knights and men in general that we know to register as soon as possible.
It is a fantastic opportunity to get deeper into your faith. In the silence you can hear
what Jesus is trying to tell you, and where he wants you to go. There is Mass, Rosary,
time for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, private meetings with Spiritual Directors,
Eucharistic Adoration, and fantastic food all three days. You can take advantage of all this, some of this, or none of
this. It’s all up to you. You choose how much of this you want to attend. The suggested donation is $300 for the
weekend. Only need $100 for a deposit and will pay the balance at the end of the weekend. You get your own dorm
style room with a single bed, desk, and a sink. The bathrooms and showers are close by, down the hall. If you’re
interested register as soon as possible to make sure you get a room. It does sell out so the sooner the better. Go to
jesuitretreat.org and find our weekend to register. Tell them you’re with St. Charles K of C Council # 12497. If you
do join us you will be glad you did.

Captain Jim Webb
630-514-7703
Jwebb61@comcast.net
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COUNCIL PLANNED EVENTS FOR REMAINDER OF 2020
Following is a list of all currently planned Council events for 2020, included here to assist you in scheduling time on
your calendar to participate.

Date
September

Category
Faith

Event
Weekly Rosary

September

Community

Fall Mum Sale

8-Sep-20

Council

Officers Business Meeting

10-Sep-20

Life

Corbella Banquet

11-Sep-20

Community

9/11 Ceremony - Red, White & Blue Mass

12-Sep-20

Faith

Outdoor Communion Service Assist

14-Sep-20

Council

Regular Membership Meeting

15-Sep-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

9/18,19,20/2020

Community

ID Tootsie Roll Drive (Various)

9/5-6/2020?

Community

ID Tootsie Roll Drive Flea Market

21-Sep-20

Community

Loaves & Fishes Community Dinner

26-Sep-20

Faith

Outdoor Communion Service Assist

26-Sep-20

Life

Hope For Haitians (H4H)Fun Run/Govt Center

September

Community

Operation Brighten Someone's Day

October (TBD)

Membership

(Virtual) Fraternal Benefits Presentation

October

Faith

Weekly Rosary

10/3-4/2020?

Community

ID Tootsie Roll Drive Flea Market

5-Oct-20

Council

Officers Business Meeting

12-Oct-20

Council

Regular Membership Meeting

20-Oct-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

November

Faith

Weekly Rosary

11/2/2020 (tent)

Council

Officers Business Meeting

9-Nov-20

Council

Regular Membership Meeting

17-Nov-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting

12/7/2020 (tent)

Council

Officers Business Meeting

December

Faith

Weekly Rosary

6-Dec-20

Family

Breakfast with Santa

6-Dec-20

Family

Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest

14-Dec-20

Council

Council Social Christmas Party

15-Dec-20

Assembly

Assembly Meeting
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year. Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.
Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PHOTO ALBUM
A big

thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas

- it makes the publication much more interesting!

The 21st Annual “Never Give Up On Life” Golf Outing may have been a bit different this year,
but it was still a worthwhile, memorable, successful and fun event!

Congratulations and a big thank-you to Paul Bielat,
who donated back the 50/50 raffle he won!

Our priests, and a fine-looking chip shot
by our Chaplain, Fr. Kladar!
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Saturday at the Flea Market was a beautiful day, and our volunteers did a great job safely collecting donations.
The day was well-attended and people were willing to contribute to this worthy cause.

Davy S.
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Jeff R, a well-prepared donor, and
Markham volunteer Fred I.

Bill M.
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The following was included at the request of our Culture Of Life Director, Fred Karl.

Celebrating Life in a New Way
Join us on October 22nd for our very first virtual event - together we can make an even
greater life-saving impact in our community!
Dear Corbella Friends,
Our biggest event of the year is going virtual! We are transitioning our annual fundraising banquet to an
inspiring, educational online event. We're excited to offer this new way for our friends and
supporters to participate in saving lives this year. We'll be sending more updates soon.
Event: Corbella Clinic's Virtual Celebration of Life Event
Date: Thursday, October 22, 2020
Time: 7:30pm - 8:15pm
Cost: There is no cost to you!

Save the Date - October 22
YOU are an important part of the success of this event! We will offer a number of ways
to participate in the coming weeks. Please save the date and share this event!
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